Contents 
Calls grow for BNP ban 3 


New C18 arson as police 
close in 4 


Hate peddlers picketed 5 
Hill Street News 


Round-up on racism: 
London police chief calls 
political action against 
nazis; Racist murderer 
jailed for life; Winston 
Churchill's racist gaff; 
Black arrested for BNP 
objection; Hounslow 
anti-fascists hit NF 8-11 
Another city another 

flop. David Irving's 

shrinking nazi fanclub 12-13 


What their papers say 14 


Searchlight on the world: 
Women and children 
murdered as government 
denies nazi terror; Bonn 
capitulates to ongoing 
nazi terror; From Bonn to 
the Baltic Germany looks 
east; Vichy collaborator 
killed by lone gunman; 
Canada’s nazi military 


links exposed 15-23 
Major success for anti- 
fascist movement 24 


Published by Searchlight 
Magazine Ltd 

37B New Cavendish Street 
LONDON W1M 8JR 

071 284 4040 

ISSN 0262-4591 


© Searchlight 1993 


Sales and circulation 
enquiries: 071 284 4040 


Fax: 071 284 4410 


2 Searchlight, July 1993 


Editorial 


Negative and positive 


The divisions in the anti-fascist and anti-racist movement have been heightened 
in recent weeks by the role that a few of the leading members of the Anti-Racist 
Alliance are playing. We feel that our criticism of this small but vocal minority 
within ARA is more than justified. The accusation by the editor of the communist 
Morning Star that we have not named the individuals we are criticising and that 
we are critical of black leadership of the anti-racist movement generally is com- 
pletely false. Both last month and this month (see page 24), we have not been shy 
to name the person at whom our criticism is directed, and Searchlight in its 31 
years of existence has always stood by the principle that it is important, indeed 
urgent, that the leadership in the fight against racism and fascism should come in 
large part from the victim groups. We stand by that principle. 

The Anti-Racist Alliance had the greatest potential, with its links in the trade 
union and labour movement, to be a major force not only for the benefit of the 
black community but for everyone who hates and fears racism, fascism and anti- 
semitism. What is unfortunate and negative is the key role being played in ARA 
at present by a handful of “chancers”, who are so concerned with appearing on 
television that they are prepared to break the cardinal rule of anti-racism and 
share a studio with fascists. Contrast the principled stance of members of the 
Indian Workers’ Association present in the same studio, who left at the first 
appearance of a fascist. 

On the positive side has been the under-reported bravery of the Drummond 
Street Four, who valiantly risked injury and their liberty in defending their north 
London community against marauding gangs of armed nazis, and of Shane 
Ward, a young black man in Birmingham, who faced the courts for his single- 
handed defiance of BNP thugs and the police officers who tried to fit him up for 
his resistance. These are the kind of people who should be emerging into the lead- 
ership of the black fight against racism and fascism in Britain, not people who sit 
and pontificate about finer points of debate. Countless numbers of black people 
are being brutalised, tortured and even killed in Britain. Dozens of black people 
with whom we work and who read the magazine have told us that they want to 
see a positive black leadership emerging, rather than leaders who will become 
part of the fabric of the establishment in an effort to enhance their individual 
positions. What the black community in Britain needs is many more people like 
Bill Morris and Bob Purkiss, who have done so much for the whole of the trade 
union movement, coming forward to head a national fightback, in practical and 
educational terms, against our common enemies. As the old song says, we must 
accentuate the positive and eliminate the negative. 
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Calls grow for BNP ban 


he growing public concern and 

outrage at the British National 

Party’s continuing occupation 
of its headquarters in the London bor- 
ough of Bexley prompted the BBC 
television programme Heart of the 
Matter to screen a debate last month 
on whether it would be morally and 
politically proper to shut down the 
BNP headquarters. 

The programme also examined the argu- 
ments for and against a ban on the party. 

The parliamentary Home Affairs Select 
Committee, which is currently taking evi- 
dence on the whole question of racial attacks 
in Britain, has received a steady stream of 
complaints about the lawlessness of the BNP 
and its friends in Combat 18. 

The Metropolitan Police Commissioner, 
Paul Condon, also acknowledged the growing 
disquiet over terror groups like Combat 18, in 
an address to the leaders of Britain’s Jewish 
community last month. Like his predecessor, 
Sir Peter Imbert, he voiced the opinion that 


more strenuous enforcement of the law and 
even tougher laws with real political clout 
behind them are called for to deal with this 
growing menace. 

Searchlight readily participated in the 
Heart of the Matter programme, but we were 
surprised by one aspect of it. This was the 
way in which the programme portrayed 
David Bruce. 

Bruce was shown as a “reasonable” sort of 
racist chap who was forced to pack up and 
leave his home in northwest London because 
the area had changed dramatically over the 
years with the arrival of black people. He also 
droned on about not being able to get a job on 
London Transport. 

Bruce appeared as the moderate face of the 
BNP at the end of a section of the programme 
in which the BNP was allowed to put its 
views, Richard Edmonds had gone through 
his usual barmy rant against black people and 
Jews, and close-up shots of the audience at a 
BNP meeting showed the party’s average 
member as a boneheaded, knuckle-scraping 
thug. 


WHITE 


BieminesAM BNP 


But as Searchlight’s editor Gerry Gable had 
pointed out to the programme’s presenter and 
producer, David Bruce is not just an ordinary 
member of the BNP. He is in fact John 
Tyndall’s deputy, the number two in the party, 
and has a long track record of fascist politics 
stretching back more than 25 years. He was 
not driven from his home, but lives in a very 
smart house in Cheshunt, Hertfordshire, often 
the subject of much derision from his thug- 
gish fellow members, who think that he can- 
not understand inner city problems because 
he lives in a tree-lined suburb. And while the 
programme gave the impression he was 
unemployed, Mr Bruce drives a London black 
taxi, although this is something he is not too 
keen on people outside his immediate circle 
knowing. 

While the programme clearly came down 
in favour of effective action against the crimi- 
nal BNP and its murderous followers, it failed 
to highlight the available statistical evidence 
of the high level of criminality both among 
the ordinary members and the leaders of this 
nazi party. 
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The British National Party tried to spring an activity on Birmingham on 12 June. 
But after Searchlight alerted local anti-fascists and the media, only 13 BNP yobs 
turned up to be confronted by nearly 100 anti-fascists and a very large police pres- 
ence, who forced them nazis into an alley for the duration of their activity. 

This failure, coming hot on the heels of Searchlight’s ongoing exposure of civil 
servant Kathy Murphy, skinhead thug Adrian Blundell and their aging German 
mentor, Magnus “Max” Wagegg, has sent them into apoplexy. The threatening 
letter, which came accompanied by the BNP’s calling card, is evidence of how 
badly stung they are. It includes threats against Midlands anti-fascists. 
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New C18 arson as police close in 


espite the blows being deliv- 

ered against Combat 18 by 

both the police and the media, 
its thuggish members were in good 
enough shape to carry out a second 
raid on Freedom Books and its print- 
works in London’s East End on 2 
June. 


In March, in a daylight raid on the premis- 
es, a C18 action commando wearing ski 
masks and carrying clubs attacked the build- 
ing and its staff, causing over £5000 of 
damage. 

This time the building, which was unoccu- 
pied, was entered and three fires were started, 
causing extensive damage. A spokesperson 
from Freedom Press said that had the fire 
brigade not arrived so promptly the whole 
building would have been destroyed. 

Bookshops in Durham and other parts of 
the country, which are clearly on C18’s strike 
lists, continue to receive threats. 


Cato does a runner 


As predicted in last month’s Searchlight, John 
Cato, Combat 18’s computer wizard, has fled 
his home in Kent. Although the police 
installed surveillance video cameras and 
placed a watch on the little creep to protect 
him from supposed threats, he lost his bottle 
and has moved to another part of the county. 

At one stage Cato appeared to think he was 
safe because Searchlight had misidentified 
him on two different photographs in the mag- 
azine earlier this year. The man named as 
Cato on page three of our May issue turned 
out to be one of John Merritt’s low-life 
friends from Croydon. 

Cato has been moaning to his chums in 
C18 that it was not only anti-fascists that 
were giving him a rough time. Some Special 
Branch officers had turned up to interview 
him, and his neighbours and workmates were 
treating him like something that had crawled 
out from under a rock. 


Eddie Whicker, aged 44, of Merton, south 
London, a dustman and National Front 
parliamentary candidate in Birmingham 
at the last general election, appeared at 
Birmingham magistrates court last 
month charged with the unlawful posses- 
sion of weapons and ammunition. Two 
other men, 36-year-old Frank Portinari, a 
school caretaker from Camden, and 
James McCruddan, aged 32, of Belfast, 
appeared separately on the same charges. 

It was reported that the men had been 
arrested in police swoops involving 40 
officers. Seven semi-automatic pistols 
and 200 rounds of ammunition were 
recovered. 

The men have been remanded in cus- 
tody until a further magistrates hearing 
this month. 

As the matter is sub judice, Searchlight 
is prevented from making further com- 
ment for the time being. 
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Former NF candidate charged 


North of the Thames, in Dagenham, Essex, 
John Harrison of the League of St George, 
not to be confused with Doug Harrison also 
of the League, has been trying to extricate 
himself from problems with his employer and 
trade union at the Ford motor plant, where he 
works as a security officer and holds the cre- 
dentials of a shop steward in the Transport 
and General Workers Union. While the union 
is being very tight-lipped about its investiga- 
tion into his political activities, leaks at man- 
agement level reveal some very interesting 
things about Mr Harrison. 

One is that he has been a regular visitor to 
the annual nazi rallies at Diksmuide in 
Belgium, along with his Belgian-born wife. 
He has attempted to claim mistaken identity, 
telling people that he has a son who is a 
skinhead. 


Nazi banker 


However this does not explain the fact that 
five years ago, when Searchlight was investi- 
gating the League of St George and Steven 
Books, its mail order book service, we came 
across Mr Harrison’s name as one of the sig- 
natories on the Steven Books bank account. 
Steven Books has for several years distribut- 
ed, by mail order or bookstalls at League 
functions, hardline nazi and racist material 
from all over the world, nazi insignia, video 
films and, as a sideline,US army bomb 
manuals. 

Harrison, who has been seen at various pri- 
vate fascist functions in recent years, appears 
to be another of the growing circle of contacts 
of Patrick Harrington, leader of Third Way, 
and his errand boy Larry O’Hara’s friends in 
the Green anarchist movement. 

But self-interest may override Harrison’s 
national socialist politics. Our indications are 
that to preserve his job Mr Harrison is being 
rather less than discreet to people outside the 
trade union movement who have been inter- 
viewing him. As a result, Searchlight hopes 
shortly to be able to give a new insight into 


Rob the Pig, one of C18 boss Charlie 
Sargent’s closest buddies, helps C18 
guard the BNP’s 1992 York Hall rally 


the League of St George’s organisational 
structure. 

Harold A Covington, the architect of the 
1979 Greensboro massacre of anti-fascists in 
the USA and one of the key founding fathers, 
or should it be godfathers, of Combat 18 in 
Britain during his stay here, is clearly more 
than a little peeved with Searchlight and its 
editor. Covington, whose stay in Britain was 
cut short after Searchlight exposed his pres- 
ence, has written an open letter to the British 
left, in which he attempts to deny that he was 
responsible for setting up C18, despite the 
fact that his mailing address in the USA has 
been C18’s main conduit of information since 
its formation. 

The funniest part of the letter is where 
Covington denies that the address to which 
we trailed him in Leyton, east London was 
actually his home. He claims he only used it 
as a postal address. Like the rest of the letter 
this is a lie. Searchlight investigators staking 
out the building saw very clearly that he was 
living there and his neighbours were very 
helpful in. helping us to pin down the 
American living near them. When journalists 
from the Sunday People turned up on his 
doorstep, they also ascertained that this was 
his home. 

If Covington were Jewish, one would say 
he has great chutzpah (cheek) in daring to 
address himself to the left anywhere, after his 
bloody and brutal role in setting up the mur- 
der of five anti-fascists and the wounding of a 
further nine in November 1979. 

Searchlight is keen to obtain further infor- 
mation on the key Combat 18 activist known 
as Rob the Pig. Two anonymous callers have 
suggested he is called either Harris or Hilton. 
We know he has a north London connection 
and has not faded from the scene despite a 
fair amount of exposure. But like most of the 
C18 hardline activists he probably has some- 
thing to hide, hence the ongoing insistence on 
only using his nickname. 


Hate peddlers picketed 


our years after the successful 

campaign to stop the sale of 

nazi skinhead paraphernalia in 
Carnaby Street, Anti-Fascist Action is 
organising again in London’s West 
End in an attempt to prevent the 
Berwick Street shop Badge Sales from 
selling nazi T-shirts, swastikas, Celtic 
crosses, white power badges and SS 
flashes. 

Blood and Honour has been using Badge 
Sales since 1988 as a warehouse and distribu- 
tion centre for its merchandise. The T-shirts 
are stored in the basement and are identical to 
those sold by mail order across the world via 
Blood and Honour and Skrewdriver Services 
mailing boxes. 

Andrea, a well-known skinhead who heils 
from Germany and runs stalls at Blood and 
Honour gigs, works at the shop, where she 
has been employed for several years. She is 
thought to have been engaged or possibly 
even married to ex-squaddie Mark French, a 
leading nazi musician. 


C18 boss pulls knife 


The nazi connection became even more 
apparent with the events of 28 April, when 
AFA turned out for an initial picket of the 
shop. None other than Charlie “Ginger Pig” 
Sargent, boss of Combat 18, was in the store 
doing “business” with the owner. Charlie 
pulled a knife on the anti-fascists and made 
threats before the police arrived and took him 
away. 

Incredibly, as was reported in June’s 
Searchlight, Charlie has been called in to sort 


out the Blood and Honour finances. 
Searchlight has recently been informed that 
large sums of money have gone missing from 
the Blood and Honour mail order coffers. We 
are sure Blood and Honour supporters will be 
pleased to know that their hard-earned cash 
has been squandered or hijacked by the for- 
mer managers of Blood and Honour’s various 
business ventures. 


Owner’s denial 


The person who runs Badge Sales, a Mr 
Smith, denied selling any Blood and Honour 
material when first approached. He then 
wrote to AFA on 29 April 1993 claiming: 
“The loss in sales of such designs as 
Skrewdriver etc. is of no consequence to us 
and is not worth the hassle, or the intimida- 
tion of our employees, and so I removed from 
sale any such items and instructed the staff 
that we are no longer to buy them.” 

It is possible that Mr Smith has no fascist 
sympathies and, like Andrew Benjamin who 
used to run the ill-fated Cutdown Store, may 
be in it just for the money. When AFA picket- 
ed the shop on 12 May much of the offending 
merchandise was removed, but this also hap- 
pened with Cutdown and Merc M in 1989, 
when they merely continued to trade in the 
goods under the counter. 

AFA plans to ensure that the sale of nazi 
material by Badge Sales is stopped, by cam- 
paigning on a number of fronts including 
pickets and letters to local councillors, shops 
and workers informing them of what is being 
sold on their doorstep. Contact AFA or 
Searchlight for a copy of the campaign 
leaflet. 
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Part of the well-produced AFA broadsheet, showing the Badge Sales shop in 


London’s Soho 


In prison or dead 


Skull records in Germany appears to be tak- 
ing over from where Rock-O-Rama left off 
with the release of nazi skinhead records and 
has just released a compact disc entitled 
White Power Skinheads. Several new labels 
are now springing up across Europe, coincid- 
ing with the growth of the nazi skinhead 
movement in Germany and eastern Europe. 
The Chelmsford-based Last Chance 
fanzine has run the fourth in a series of syco- 
phantic interviews with Ian Stuart Donaldson. 
In the latest instalment, Ian vents his spleen 


What the well-dressed skinhead is 
wearing: the latest in T-shirt designs 


about all sorts of issues ranging from the 
prosecution of Skrewdriver Services to foot- 
ball. “David Irving’s books are very good but 
my favourite author is Tolkien” and “I hon- 
estly think that in five to ten years I will be 
either in prison or dead” are among the more 
amusing quotes from the five-page article. 

Two nazi skinhead bands are back on the 
scene after a long absence. One is Brutal 
Attack, whose line-up includes Ken McLellan 
and Martin Cross. Cross has a long track 
record of violence, including a vicious attack 
on a senior citizen in Essex a few years ago 
when he was one of Patrick Harrington’s 
“political soldiers” and running “law and 
order” vigilante patrols. McLellan also has a 
vicious streak and a mouth and mind that 
befit the racist thug he is. Video recordings of 
his concerts seen by Searchlight give ample 
evidence of this. 

The other band is English Rose, who are 
now operating a merchandising outlet from 
Derby. They claim that their fourteen-month 
absence was due to events “following our last 
gig back in November 1991 [when] there was 
a bit of trouble with local wogs which result- 
ed in the band being arrested for ‘violent dis- 
order’ and a little spell in ‘HM Prison 
Pentonville’ being thrown our way.” 

An interesting new development on the 
Blood and Honour front comes in the form of 
Final Conflict, the magazine of the 
International Third Position. The ITP has 
managed to ingratiate itself with the Blood 
and Honour scene and has contact with skin- 
head bands in America and Italy. 


Searchlight, July 1993 5 


aii 


= 


HILL 


STREET 
NEWS 


ill Street News is an occa- 
- sional column, written in 

his own inimitable style, by 
Ray Hill, who was Searchlight’s 
mole inside the leadership of the 
British nazi right and the neo-nazi 
European terror networks in the 
1970s and 1980s. 


Several years ago in the late 1980s, when 
Gerry Gable was producing the television 
documentary Disciples of Chaos for Channel 
Four’s Dispatches series, we spent a good 
deal of time looking at Patrick Harrington, 
the then outgoing boss of the National Front’s 
political soldiers, and his association with 
two convicted Italian terrorists, Roberto Fiore 
and Massimo Morsello. At that time we con- 
fronted Fiore at his office in Kensington, 
from which he and Morsello were running the 
beginnings of a business empire. 

Searchlight claimed Fiore had been an 
agent for Britain’s security service MI6. The 
refusal by government ministers to respond to 
questions about this arrangement, put to them 
by Labour MP David Winnick, gave us the 
feeling that no matter what villainy these two 
characters got up to, somebody in authority 
was watching their backs and protecting their 
interests. 

Last month Julian Kossoff of the Jewish 
Chronicle and Serge Tiffauges, assisted by 
Laurent Léon in Paris, published a new 
exposé of the activities of these two fascist 
criminals. The empire that was just starting in 
the 1980s has grown into an international 
money-spinner with interests in property, 
accommodation, travel and employment 
agencies and a possible connection with lan- 
guage schools. 

What was new was that they had managed 
to tie themselves in with Stanhope Gardens 
Ltd, a large property company of which 
Viscount Petersham is a director. His daugh- 
ter, Serena Stanhope, has recently become 
engaged to Lord Linley, Princess Margaret’s 
son. A spokesman for the company was quite 
properly outraged at being taken in by this 
dodgy pair. 

The journalists conducted interviews with a 
large number of students from all over 
Europe who had obtained accommodation 
through the fascists’ business, only to find 
themselves confronted by Italian skinhead 
bully boys working for Fiore and Morsello if 
they made any complaint about the poor stan- 
dard of the properties. Despite complaints to 
the French and German embassies by clients 
of the accommodation agency and protests 
about the employment agency, which has a 
Department of Employment licence, nothing 
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has been done so far. How much longer must 
this scandal of the secret state’s protection of 
these rogues’ go on? 

Last month Searchlight asked its readers to 
identify the aging hippy on the British 
National Party’s march a couple of months 
ago. In fact the answer was to be found in a 
recent issue of British Nationalist, the BNP’s 
own rag. The man turns out to be Charlie 
Bough from Cannock in the Midlands, where 
he used to be the National Front organiser 
before defecting to the BNP. 


Anderson’s little helper 


So it’s goodbye for a short spell to Terry 
Blackham of the National Front, until recent- 
ly chief cook and bottle washer to NF leader 
Ian Anderson and front runner in the contest 
for the NF thug with the most convictions. 
Blackham, from southeast London, made it 


Roberto Fiore, convicted Italian terror- 
ist, pictured at Downing Street in the 
early 1980s. Was the purpose of his 
visit to Whitehall to renew his con- 
tract with some department of state? 


into court for the 20th, or was it the 21st, time 
after laying into a police officer while trying 
to attack an Irish march in London earlier this 
year. After receiving a two-month sentence 
for the assault, he suddenly found himself the 
winner of the booby prize when the court 
enforced an outstanding sentence for an earli- 
er fracas. It is unlikely he will be home for a 
few months. 

In the meantime the question in the NF is 
who will replace Blackham as Anderson’s 
valet. Anderson is clearly more concerned 
with having some muscle around than some- 
one who can read and write properly, a skill 
that Blackham never quite got around to mas- 
tering. But maybe with all the talk about dis- 
appearing finances, Ian might be able to hire 
himself a properly trained secretary for once. 

The departure of Brady, Acton and others 
in the past year in the direction of the 
Revolutionary Conservative Caucus has left 
the NF virtually bereft of any competent writ- 
ers or speakers. The party’s newspaper,The 
Flag, is an incredibly dismal read, even by 
the standards of the far right. What is scaring 
the pants off the remaining members of the 
NF executive is the interest the BNP is show- 
ing in the Birmingham area. Having lost 
Charlie Bough, the Cannock organiser, to the 
BNP, the NF is now facing an increase in 
BNP public activity in an area which until 
now has been virtually the sole province of 
the NF. 

Watchers of the NF say that since the party 
rid itself of its thug elements, who have gone 
over to the BNP or the Tory party, it has been 
able to attract some new middle-class 
recruits, whom the executive hoped would 
bring both respectability and new finance. 
Respectability will always be difficult for the 
NF but there does not seem to be any sign of 
new money either. Certainly the NF is not an 
attractive prospect for far right donors, as so 
far, Ian Anderson’s abject failure to manage 
the party’s finances properly and his insipid 
and lacklustre leadership are causing the NF’s 
few remaining members to question whether 
the organisation has any viable future at all. 


Male chauvinist nutter 


A new group appears to be emerging onto the 
scene. In a letter to the Sunday Telegraph 
Michael Newland of Leighton Road, London 
NWS writes that he is establishing a new 
campaign called the White Brothers. Its aim 
is “to counter the now appalling levels of 
racist and sexist discrimination against white 
men”. The letter goes on to say: “Those of us 
who are ‘differently coloured and gendered’ 
can no longer tolerate the attacks upon our 
basic human rights”. 

Attached to the letter was a sheet headed 
“Formation of a new association, the White 
Brothers”, dated 26 May 1993. It says that the 
campaign, which will be based initially 
around Newland’s home in Camden, will be 
applying to Camden council for a grant for its 
activities. He feels this should be on a par 
with the financing of racial equality and 
women’s groups in the borough. He also 
claimed that he was writing to his Member of 
Parliament, Frank Dobson, of the Labour 
party, inviting him to become a patron. 

As well as sending this tripe to what he 
describes as “colleagues and the press”, he 
has been busy pushing copies of it through 


the doors of his neighbours. It would be an 
understatement to describe them as not best 
pleased with Mr Newland’s efforts. They 
would probably be even less pleased were 
they to learn that this misogynist and racist 
prat is well known in BNP circles and recent- 
ly attended the David Irving rally in east 
London. 

I find I need to make more than a passing 
apology to Stuart Riddle from Exeter, whom I 
described in my local election round-up in 
May as the local NF secretary, working with 
Gary Neads, the NF bully boy election candi- 
date. I clearly completely misunderstood one 
of the local press cuttings we received and I 
am only too pleased to tell our readers that 
Stuart Riddle is a local anti-fascist activist 
and organiser and part of the excellent team 
in the West Country who have done so much 
to expose the NF and BNP as the tiny band of 
losers and thugs they are. I shall make 
amends with a pint or two next time I am 
speaking in the West Country. 


On your bike 


Good news from our friends in the Notts 
Anti-Fascist Alliance, who are clearly keep- 
ing a good eye on the nazis and fascists in 
their part of the world. It was truly “on your 
bike” for the BNP on 20 May, when they 
were forced to abandon a secret meeting in a 
local pub that had been booked in the name of 
a cycling club. The staff and customers in the 
pub grew very suspicious when they saw a 
copy of the BNP magazine Spearhead being 
sold and chased the nazis off the premises. 
Two of the BNP members present were John 
“Wanna buy a Luger” Peacock from Leicester 
and Colin Mellors, who has been running the 
Nottingham BNP box number and recently 
claimed to angry fellow Notts County fans 
that he had left the BNP. 

Prize gain of the evening was a notebook 
dropped by a little squirt thought to be 
Graham Tasker from Chesterfield, who is 
awaiting trial for violence. The notebook, 
which people in the pub handed to the police, 
contained details of BNP activities in the area 
right up to next November, including venues 
of planned meetings. Notts Anti-Fascist 
Alliance is asking the Nottinghamshire 


Belfast beauty contest. These three charming entrants, captured in all their glory 
in the Northern Ireland capital in summer 1992, include Terry Blackham (right), 
until recently lan Anderson's full-time helper and one of the most convicted 


thugs on the British right. 


police, who are now pretty much on their toes 
about the fascists, to inform the owners of the 
premises that the BNP is intending to use and 
suggest that the fascists be kept out if any 
breach of the law is likely. 

NAFA has continued to broaden its support 
across Nottinghamshire. It has raised consid- 
erable sums of money by putting on anti- 
racist gigs, is hosting a wide range of infor- 
mative and educational meetings and is draw- 
ing in a great deal of support from the trade 
union movement. Like the Tyne and Wear 
Anti-Fascist Association NAFA is becoming 
a model organisation for combating the 
racists and nazis. It also publishes a very 
informative and amusing newsletter. 


Psychiatric news 


I turn finally to Larry O’Hara, who has sadly 
got it wrong again. O’Hara a researcher? 
You’ ve got to be joking. His recent tatty pam- 
phlet, entitled A Lie Too Far, contains an 
almost inexhaustible series of libels against 
the anti-fascist movement, ranging from Red 
Action and AFA to Searchlight, and against 


FORMATION OF A NEW ASSOCIATION - THE WHITE BROTHERS 


Dear 


I am writing to ask whether you would like to become a founder 


member of a new association, 


taking as its objective the complete 


elimination of the worst discrimination problem which we face in 
the UK - racial and sexist discrimination against white men. 


The new association, 


to be called "The White Brothers", will 


fight to advance positive images of white men in the media, 
combat discriminatory employment practices, and alter 


unsuitable speech habits. 


I hope you will wish to indicate your willingness to become a 
founder member, and that an inaugural meeting can soon be 


arranged. 


You should be aware that those who remain silent are 


tacitly condoning this vicious form of discrimination. 


I am writing to our Member of Parliament, Mr. 
inviting him to become a Patron. 


Frank Dobson MP, 


I look forward to hearing from you. 


Yours sincerely, 


Michael Newland 


CC. Neighbours, colleagues, and Press 


John Peacock speaks in 
Cannock and Birmingham 


MIDLANDS Organ- 
iser John Peacock 


fits 1. 
how Sete Poon Tish WATIONA 


journalists from Andrew Bell, producer of the 
World in Action exposé on Combat 18, to 
Dennis Campbell, an investigative journalist 
working for Time Out. Clearly being fed by 


Patrick Harrington, the former NF Fiihrer 
who is now boss of Third Way, and Steven 
Brady, the friend of Ulster terrorists and for- 
mer vice chair of the NF, O’Hara accuses me 
of being a convicted fraudster and arsonist. I 
have never been charged with or convicted of 
either of these offences and if I thought you 
had anything worth having, I would sue the 
arse off you. 

Maybe some of the bookshop proprietors 
who are giving shelf space to this nonsense 
might reflect on the situation that O’Hara and 
his secret backers have put them in by con- 
ning them into stocking a pamphlet that is 
patently seriously libelous. If we were really 
part of a well-organised conspiracy backed by 
the security services, as Mr O’Hara in his fan- 
tasy world makes out, we would have been 
able to follow John Major’s example and 
sought heavy damages from all these book- 
shops and distributors for distributing the 
pamphlet. 

Of course if O’Hara is really interested in 
people with state connections, he need look 
no further than Steven Brady (just try asking 
him about his connections with the Ulster 
Defence Association, the Ulster Volunteer 
Force, South African intelligence and ele- 
ments of British intelligence) and Patrick 
Harrington, who himself admitted to his fel- 
low political soldiers that he was dealing in 
information with the British security services. 
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mdon police chief calls for 


olitical action against nazis 


Paul Condon, the Metropolitan Police 
Commissioner, has expressed amaze- 
ment at the race hate mail he received, 
following his call for the police 
service to be “totally intolerant of 
racism”. 


Speaking at a private meeting with the 
Board of Deputies of British Jews, Mr 
Condon is reported to have said that he 
received hundreds of offensive letters. “They 
were amazing and not just from the lunatic 
right, but from people in authority too. It is a 
reminder of how deep-seated the prejudices 
are.” 

His public relations officer said that by 
“people in authority”, Mr Condon was refer- 
ring to professional people rather than public 
figures. 

Mr Condon said that he was “genuinely 
surprised” that there had been no copycat 
attacks in Britain following racist violence in 
Germany. “I fear some bad news in this 
sphere, simply because the emerging 
European trend will at some stage touch us,” 
he warned. He pledged that all the police’s 
powers would be employed to stop the one 
major racist outrage that could spark off a 
nationwide series of copycat racist crimes. 

He added that the police’s legal powers 
were “at their weakest when dealing with 
offensive literature. It’s difficult to know 
where to draw the line in relation to free 
speech”, he explained, but “I am very uneasy 
with the current laws.” 

On the question of the racially motivated 
murders in south London, Mr Condon said he 
had not ruled out the creation of special 


A few of the 10,000 youngsters who attended the Tyne and Wear Anti-Fascist 
Association Unity Carnival in Newcastle (see page 24) 


squads to deal with racial violence, similar to 
units operating in Germany. 

The commissioner also issued a personal 
challenge to the violent nazi group Combat 
18, describing it as “dangerous”. “I am aware 
of its activities,” he said in an interview with 
the Jewish Chronicle. “We will use every 
opportunity to stop them.” 


Broken bottles and golf 
clubs used in racist attack 


A gang of racists stabbed two Asian 
men with broken beer bottles and beat 
them with golf clubs in Newham, east 
London. The four white thugs, who 
were shouting ‘Pakis”, repeatedly 
kicked their victims as they lay on the 
ground. 


Jang Singh, 50, from Forest Gate in 
Newham and his nephew Ragbir Singh, 30, 
from Birmingham had to spend two nights in 
hospital after the attack, which took place on 
23 May. 

Police said that the attackers drew up 
alongside their victims in a car and set upon 


8 Searchlight, July 1993 


them. They believe the two Asians were cho- 
sen at random but that the four thugs had 
gone out intending to attack somebody. The 
victims, who have lived in Britain for more 
than 20 years, said they had never seen their 
attackers before. 

The attack was one of more than 100 racist 
attacks in Newham in the first five months 
of 1993, according to the Newham 
Monitoring Project. In 1992 there were 198 
such attacks. 

In May alone six arson attacks took place 
against black and Asian families in Newham 
and an eight-year-old girl was attacked with 
an axe by a white girl aged 10. 


Racist murderer 
jailed for life 


A man who attacked Muslims on their 
way to a Newcastle mosque, fatally 
injuring an Asian local community 
leader, was sentenced to life imprison- 
ment at the end of May. 

Niels Nielson of Elswick, Newcastle, 
kicked and stamped on the head of Khoaz 
Meah, aged 66, while shouting racist remarks. 
Mr Meah never regained consciousness and 
died from brain injuries three weeks later. 

Newcastle Crown Court heard that Mr 
Nielsen, who pleaded not guilty to murder, 
had drunk 10 pints of beer before the attacks 
last August. He first attacked Tahur Ali, aged 
65, punching him in the face and chasing him 
down the street. He then came across Mr 
Meah, knocked him to the ground and laid in 
to him with his feet. 

Finally he burst into the home of an Asian 
family, brandishing a knife, before his uncle 
pulled him out. 

After his arrest Mr Nielsen told the police 
that he could not remember the attacks and 
claimed he was not racially prejudiced. 


Winston Churchill’s racist gaff 


Winston Churchill, MP has admitted 
he got the facts wrong in a speech in 
which he warned that the “British way 
of life’’ was being overwhelmed. 

His remarks were immediately denounced 
by Labour party representatives. Prime minis- 
ter John Major refused to condemn Churchill 
directly and merely distanced himself from 
Churchill’s remarks. 

In his speech, Churchill, Conservative MP 
for Manchester Davyhulme and grandson of 
the wartime leader Sir Winston Churchill, 
said: “The population of many of our north- 
ern cities is well over 50 per cent immigrant 
and Muslims claim there are now more than 
two million of their co-religionists in 
Britain.” 

He claimed that immigrants “equivalent to 


a town the size of Grantham” were being 
brought in to Britain every year. 

In reality there is no northern town where 
the population is over 50 per cent immigrant, 
the Muslim population of Britain is well 
under one million, and in the year to June 
1992, there were only 13,600 immigrants 
from the Indian subcontinent, mostly wives 
and children of people already settled here. 

Churchill went on: “Mr Major seeks to 
reassure us with the old refrain “There'll 
always be an England’. He promises us that 
50 years from now spinsters will still be 
cycling to Communion on Sunday mornings 
— more like the muezzin will be calling 
Allah’s faithful to the high street mosque.” 

Churchill also made specific links between 
alleged social security fraud and foreigners, 


referring to the case of a Nigerian judge. “The 
rot must be stopped”, he said, even if photo 
identity cards had to be introduced. 

Keith Vaz, Labour MP for Leicester East, 
accused Churchill of “mouthing the empty 
rhetoric of Powellism, whose prophecies of 
doom have been proved to be hopelessly 
wrong.” 

Jack Straw, shadow environment secretary, 
criticised Churchill for making “putrid and 
racist remarks”. 

John Major and Michael Howard, the new 
home secretary, refused to denounce Mr 
Churchill publicly and withdraw _ the 
Conservative whip. Mr Howard sent a coded 
signal of disagreement, saying: “I condemn 
any intervention which could have the effect 
of damaging race relations.” 


Black man arrested for objecting to BNP 


People in Birmingham protested 
against racism in a march from 
Handsworth to Birmingham city cen- 
tre on 12 June. One recent case that 
has caused concern involves the outra- 
geous treatment by the police of Shane 
Ward, a black man who had the nerve 
to object to the presence of fascist boot 
boys in the city centre. 


He has issued a public statement, saying: 

“IT am a black Caribbean man born in 
Britain. On Saturday 6 March 1993 I went 
into Birmingham city centre to do some shop- 
ping and go to the library. 

“As I walked in Corporation Street I came 
across members of the British National Party, 
a group who have been involved in a number 
of racist attacks on black people including the 
murder of Rolan Adams, a_ 15-year-old 
London schoolboy. They were recruiting and 
selling papers. They were also making racist 
comments to passing black people and I 
was told to ‘go back home’. One policeman 
heard this but did not intervene, there was a 
significant police presence in the immediate 
area. 

“A little later, as I went to cross the junc- 
tion of New Street and Corporation Street, I 
was met by the sight of 20-30 BNP members, 
mostly skinheads with some sporting swasti- 
kas, walking in a group down Corporation 
Street with police protection. 

“Without shouting, swearing, making vio- 
lent gestures, inciting people to attack them 
or abuse them, I told them firmly and 
assertively that their actions were cowardly 
and that their behaviour would not be tolerat- 
ed. I also told them that black people must 
and will make it known to them that they are 
not wanted. 

“Whilst saying this I was interrupted by a 
white police woman who told me to ‘shut up’. 

“T told her that I will not because I have the 
right to Freedom of Speech. As I continued a 
white policeman told me to shut up or be 
arrested. Again I told him that I have the right 
to Freedom of Speech and started to continue 
but was arrested and put in a waiting police 


van. An African Caribbean man protested that 
I had done nothing wrong and I was later to 
learn that he also had been arrested. 

“I was kept in the van for approximately 10 
minutes before being driven to Steelhouse 
Lane police station and whilst in the van the 
driver swore at me and called me a ‘dumb 
nigger’. 

“At the station I was held for two and a half 
hours. During this time three different offi- 
cers tried to persuade me to accept a caution 
and at least one tried to make this seem an 
attractive option by saying that I would not 
have a criminal record if I did. I refused to 
sign a caution form because if I did it would 
have meant that I would be admitting that I 
was in the wrong. 

“As a result I have been charged under the 
Public Order Act Section 5(1) with using dis- 
orderly behaviour likely to cause harassment, 
alarm or distress.” 

Nearly 100 anti-racists demonstrated out- 


side the Victoria Law Courts at Shane Ward’s 
first appearance in court, on 8 April. His trial 
was set for 17 June. 

Mr Ward does not qualify for legal aid. 
Messages of support and donations can be 
sent to Shane Ward Defence Campaign, c/o 
Birmingham Racial Attacks Monitoring Unit, 
Birmingham Afro-Caribbean Resource Cen- 
tre, 339 Dudley Road, Birmingham B18 4HB. 
@ As we go to press, news has come in of 
Shane Ward’s acquittal on 17 June, when he 
appeared before stipendiary magistrates, 
defended by a black barrister, in a court 
packed with large numbers of black and white 
supporters. 

The magistrate said he could not accept the 
evidence of the three police witnesses. It was 
clear to him that a man of Mr Ward’s educa- 
tion and standing in the community would not 
have referred to white people as scum. Shane 
is now considering civil action against the 
police. 
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Hounslow anti-fascists hit NF 


Anti-fascists in Hounslow say they 
have pushed the National Front onto 
the defensive. NF plans to set up a 
local branch have been delayed by up 
to six months. 


The claim was made at a meeting organised 
by the West London Alliance Against Racism 
and Fascism, after an earlier meeting was dis- 
rupted by fascist thugs. 

There has been a rash of racist attacks and 
an organised propaganda campaign, including 
the old trick of leaving razor blades under 
racist stickers. The local paper, the BCI 
Times, has acted as a mouthpiece for NF pro- 
paganda by uncritically printing every letter 
that NF members submit. 

Police say that racist attacks in Hounslow 
have risen by 10 per cent, but admit that 
many incidents are not reported to them. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


@ MACHETE ATTACK 
Two Asian youths, Islam Uddin and 
Abdul Quayum, both 17, were attacked 
by a skinhead with a machete in 
Holloway, north London. 

The unprovoked attack took place 
outside Abdul’s home. The attacker had 
passed by with another man earlier and 
called out Abdul’s name and “Paki”. 

“We were just sitting on a wall mind- 
ing our own business,” said Islam. “The 
attack came out of the blue. It was com- 
pletely unprovok 

Both youths suffered severe slash 
wounds to the arm and leg, and were 
admitted to hospital. 

(Guardian 11.5.93, Evening Standard 
24.5.93) 


@ BNP ELECTION VIOLENCE 

A British National Party supporter has 
been fined for his part in violence during 
a by-election. 

Terance Ganning, 31, went with 
other BNP supporters to Jack Dash 
House in east London during a by-elec- 
tion campaign. There Ganning became 
involved with violence against anti-nazi 
campaigners and was accused of throw- 
ing a bottle. 

Ganning was found guilty of using 
threatening words and behaviour and 
was fined £180 with £25 costs. 

(East London Advertiser 29.4.93) 


@ BRUTAL ATTACK 

An Asian man required hospital treat- 
ment to his injuries after being attacked 
by a gang of racists in Hammersmith, 
west London, at the end of April. 

Five white youths shouted racist 
abuse at the 31-year-old minicab driver 
as he walked along Bute Gardens. When 
he tried to get away, one of them 
punched him in the face. The a then 
(West London Recorder, 23.4.93) 
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Southall Monitoring Group says the real rise 
is a horrific 30 per cent. 

Recent attacks include one on a car belong- 
ing to a seriously ill man and an assault on an 
Asian woman. 

Thugs threw gloss paint over the car, 
belonging to a 61-year-old Fijian man who 
needs the car to drive to hospital for kidney 
dialysis every day. Racist slogans were 
daubed. 

A 21-year-old Asian woman was beaten up 
by four white people — two men and two 
women — who shouted racial abuse as they 
jumped out of a car to attack her. 

The attacks follow a rise in fascist propa- 
ganda, including stickers from the British 
National Party and the NF. The stickers 
include the slogans: “Death to race mixers” 
and “Niggers beware, hands off whites or 
die”. 

Sargent Douglas McDowell, from the 
Feltham Racial Unit, said there had been a 
big increase in the number of stickers put up. 
“Some have been found with razor blades 
hidden underneath them,” he said. “It shows 
the intelligence of those who put them up — 
they are cruel people who have no regard for 
the people that might be injured.” 

A member of Hounslow and_ District 
Affiliated Synagogue said that over 
Christmas they received a racist greeting 
card, which he described as “very worrying”. 

Concern at the growth of fascist activity led 
to a meeting being called by No Nazis in 
Hounslow on 3 April, with speakers from the 
Campaign Against Racism and Fascism and 
Searchlight. 

Nine skinhead men, wearing combat jack- 
ets, boots and BNP insignia, pushed their way 
into the meeting in Montague Hall. They 
threw chairs at the audience, who included 
young children and pensioners. 

A number of people, including a small boy, 
were hit by chairs, but members of the audi- 
ence contained the thugs until police arrived 
and arrested a number of the nazi attackers. 
Three members of the Anti-Nazi League were 
attacked as the fascists tried to wreck their 
stall. 

Four men — Warren Glass, 28, of Heston, 
Matthew Osbury, 22, and Geoffrey Tallboys, 
21, both of Kidlington, Oxfordshire, and Lee 
Munns, 17, of West Drayton — were charged 
under the Public Order Act. They were subse- 
quently committed for trial to the Crown 
Court. 

The fact that two of the defendants come 
from Oxfordshire is evidence that the attack 
was planned. The attackers also gave the 
game away when they tried to give the BNP 
national headquarters as their address. 

The BCI Times, part of the Dimbleby 
Group of newspapers, has been sent two peti- 
tions urging the editor to “stop right-wing 
extremists from using the letters page to 
spread propaganda.” Those calling for the ban 
include local MP Alan Keen and several 
Hounslow councillors, including council 
leader John Chatt. The trade union NALGO, 
which submitted one of the petitions, 
expressed its outrage at the printing of letters 
from the NF. 


The Dimbleby Group editor, Malcolm 
Richards, remained unrepentant, arguing that 
the NF is a “legal organisation” and that he 
should not suppress their views provided they 
are within the law and “do not incite racial 
hatred”. 

He said: “... if we deny them a voice when 
they have a positive contribution to make we 
are torpedoing democracy.” 

Most readers of Searchlight would be 
amazed to hear of any “positive contribution” 
the NF has ever made. Maybe Mr Richards is 
living on a different planet to the rest of us. In 
any case, the NF are running rings around 
him. 

The NF’s line, expressed in several letters 
from members including national chairperson 
Ian Anderson, Alec Mulinder and Jeremy 
Bedford-Turner of Richmond and Hounslow 
NF, and Michael Stoneman, the NF’s West 
London organiser, is that the NF is 
respectable and law abiding. 

In this the letter-writers attempt to distance 
the party from the BNP and even half admit 
to the Holocaust. In Mulinder’s words: “ 
the NF does not deny the existence of the 
Holocaust, which was a despicable act of 
attempted genocide” (our emphasis). “We 
totally oppose the ideals of nazism and do not 
cooperate with the British National Party in 
any manner,” the letter continues. 

Mulinder and Anderson even have the 
cheek to state that the “Anti-Nazi League are 
the real fascists.” 

Mulinder claims that all the NF’s published 
material is submitted to the police to ensure 
that it does not break race relations legislation 
and that they “do not possess any leaflets 
which even mention the subject of repatria- 
tion” (time to reorder, Alec). 

One of the people present at the meeting 
attacked by the thugs summed up the fascist 
approach in a letter to the newspaper. “It is 
clear that the extreme right have a dual strate- 
gy in the area,” the letter said. “Their aim is 
to cause terror in the black and Asian com- 
munity or to anyone who dares to stand up to 
them. 

“At the same time they are attempting to 
gain popular support, as in France, by por- 
traying the National Front as a normal politi- 
cal party.” 


STOP PRESS 


Drummond Street Four acquitted 
Self defence is still no offence 


Once again the British counts have upheld 
the right of people being racially attacked 
to defend themselves when the police fail 
to provide adequate protection. 

In April 1992 the Asian community in 
the Euston area of London suffered a series 
of racist attacks. The attackers, armed with 
knuckledusters, hammers and iron bars, 
attacked people and property. When the 
police failed to attend, a number of young- 
sters fought off the attackers, injuring 
some of them. The police then arrested the 
victims and failed to charge the racists. 

On 14 June the four defendants were 
acquitted at Snaresbrook crown court. 


BNP hate leaflets in Scotland 


An urgent message to loyal Ulster people... 


UNITE WITH YOUR 
FRIENDS OR PERISH! 


The office of Alex Smith, the Labour 
MEP, was the target of this BNP hate 
material put through the letterbox and 
stickers were plastered over doors and 
windows. The BNP had leafleted the 
Ayr United football ground the same 
weekend, trying to stir up division and 
violence in the community. 


WAKE UP @ixm 
SCOTLAND! 


ae eres elaine, there are now 6' miffion Blacks and Agios 


and thousands of these are now coming to Scottand, couring to take our homes and 


immigration into Scotland. ‘All of them stand Asien 
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Detained without trial 


Large numbers of asylum-seekers —- 
over 10,000 a year —- are being 
detained in British jails, without 
charge, trial, or access to judicial 
review. Most are black and many have 
experienced torture in the countries 
from which they have fled. 


Claud Moraes, director of the Joint Council 
for the Welfare of Immigrants, described the 
situation as “one of the gravest scandals in 
British society”. He said: “No other European 
Community country uses these kinds of pow- 
ers or detains people at this level.” 

A recent JCWI report, Detention Without 
Trial, reveals the appalling treatment that asy- 
lum-seekers can receive in Britain. 

Instead of liberty, they find themselves 
locked up in terrible conditions, often for 23 
hours a day. Some are kept for long periods in 
police cells, which are designed for overnight 
stay only. 

One of the worst things the detainees suffer 
is uncertainty. They are not informed when 


they will be released or whether they will be 
deported back to their country of origin. 

Four asylum-seekers have committed sui- 
cide since 1987 and many others have tried to 
kill themselves. 

Torture victims suffer special _ stress. 
Doctors from the Medical Foundation for the 
Care of Victims of Torture say that prison 
conditions can “stimulate refugees to relive 
their experiences (so called flashbacks) which 
are well recognised in survivors of torture.” 

The JCWI report calls for detention to be 
used only in exceptional circumstances, with 
the immigration service being compelled to 
give specific written reasons in each case. 
This should be subject to independent and 
regular review. 

A spokesperson for the Home Office said 
that “only” 10 per cent of asylum-seekers 
(4,500 individuals) were imprisoned and then 
deported under the “enforcement pro- 
gramme” in 1991. 

Detention Without Trial, Mark Ashford, JCWI, 
115 Old Street, London EC1V 9JR,£4.99. 


Race attacks rising — official 


Racist attacks are continuing to 
increase, according to government 
figures. 


The Home Office has announced that there 
were 7,780 racist assaults in Britain last year. 
But David Winnick, Labour MP for Walsall 
North, said he believed official figures 
underestimated the real situation by a factor 
of 10. 

The Home Office figures also show that the 
number of racial incidents in southeast 
London has increased sharply since the 
British National Party set up its headquarters 
in Bexley. The number of recorded incidents 
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for police area three, covering Southwark, 
Lewisham, Bromley, Greenwich and Bexley, 
rose from 394 in 1990, shortly after the BNP 
moved in, to 596 in 1991 and 811 last year. 

Peter Bottomley, Conservative MP for 
Eltham, said he believed there was compla- 
cency over the level of racist murders and 
attacks in south London which needed to be 
overcome. 

“People ought to shake themselves out of 
the habit of saying if it is in southeast London 
and if the victim is black, it is only of local 
interest. However much race relations has 
improved, we do need to stamp hard on racial 
incidents,” he said. 
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Fascist i in 
Brighton 
race clash 


Three youths were admitted to hospi- 
tal with serious knife injuries after 
white youths hurled bottles at a group 
of Asian students outside a Brighton 
disco. Four other youths received 
wounds and seven Asian students were 
arrested. 


Brighton university students’ union issued 
a statement condemning racial attacks and 
recognising the right of people to defend 
themselves against such attacks. 

Superintendent John Albon said police fol- 
lowed a “trail of blood” through the town 
after some 30 people had fought a running 
battle. 

“What we have is a group of youths from 
Asian backgrounds and local white youth, 
who have had friction between them over a 
number of weeks,” he said. 

Imam Abduljalil Said, of the Brighton 
Muslim community, said that the violence 
followed a string of attacks on Asian people 
in Brighton. 

At least one of the injured white men has a 
track record as a fascist extremist going back 
several years. 

The clash followed an incident earlier that 
evening in which an Anti-Nazi League stew- 
ard was assaulted at the door of a meeting for 
delegates attending a conference of the civil 
service union, the CPSA. His nose was bro- 
ken by a member of a gang of racist skin- 
heads. The attack took place very close to the 
scene of the later violence. 
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Another city another flop. David 


fter months of travelling the 
world, David Irving, the writer 
and Holocaust apologist, 
returned to London for a meeting on 


29 May. 
The “revisionist seminar”, advertised 
through Irving’s increasingly rundown 


Clarendon Club, turned out to be a real down- 
market event. Irving had apparently failed 
even to obtain his normal fallback venue, the 
Eccleston Hotel, and his motley crew of sup- 
porters found themselves at a public hall in 
Bow, east London. 

The local authority, Tower Hamlets, which 
seems to have ongoing problems in keeping 
nazis out of its buildings, claimed that the 
booking was for a silver wedding celebration. 
Some cynical anti-fascists in the area suggest 
the council is reluctant to block the BNP 
because such action might reduce the number 
of votes the ruling Liberal Democrats receive 
from racists. 

Once again, the police refused to shut down 
the meeting, despite being alerted to the pres- 
ence of the nazi thugs by a porter at the hall. 

Local BNP supporters were clearly encour- 
aged by this, because on the following 
Wednesday night they carried out an attack 
on the internationally famous Cable Street 
mural in the borough, which depicts the 
workers’ victory over Mosley’s blackshirts in 
November 1936. BNP slogans were daubed 
and the cost of the damage was put at more 
than £2,000. 

Irving’s audience had to make their way to 
the seminar from a redirection point at 
Charing Cross, which was occupied in the 
middle of the day by a mixture of BNP, 
Combat 18 and skinhead nazis. The well- 
known faces of the thug Eddy Butler, the 
fraudster and nazi publisher Antony Hancock 
and the far-right movie mogul Tony Haley, 
who videoed the meeting, were all in evi- 
dence. Richard Edmonds, John Morse and 
Derek Beackon flitted around trying to get 
the very disappointing turnout onto the under- 
ground system and off to east London. 

Irving is so often out of the country that he 
appears to have little knowledge of the city in 
which he lives and headed off to Bromley in 
Kent instead of Bromley-by-Bow. He eventu- 
ally turned up in time for the start of the 
meeting somewhat breathless and sweaty. 


BNP heavy mob framed by the police? 


12 Searchlight, July 1993 


Paul Ballard, John Merritt and a woman believed to be Mrs Merritt heading for 


the seminar. Readers in the animal rights movement might recognise her as she 


is believed to be very active in that area 


Veteran nazi Magnus “Max” Wagegg 
tries to keep out of sight 


C18’s Robert Jarvis on his way to 
guard the meeting 


The advertised special guests failed to put 
in an appearance and the meeting, which was 
chaired by a youngish man named Moffat, 
was attended by a paltry 120 antisemites. 
Among them were Lady Jane Birdwood, 
Combat 18’s Rob the Pig, sacked customs 
officer Jim White, Simon Chadwick, who is 
currently on bail, and Conrad Happe from 
east London. 

Another participant was Eric Bass, a pre- 
war activist in Arnold Lease’s notorious 
Imperial Fascist League. John Merritt accom- 
panied by a woman and Paul Ballard attended 
with a motley crew of thugs from the 
Croydon BNP branch. Merritt, as is his wont, 
attempted to batter a photographer on his way 
to the meeting. Alan Payne, a well-known 
nazi headbanger from Manchester, turned up 
with one or two hangers-on. 

The audience had to put up with a speech 
by Irving which played up his paranoia about 
the growing number of countries from which 
he has been banned. While welcoming the 
recent racist speech by Winston Churchill, 
MP, Irving went on to make a libelous state- 
ment about the reasons for Churchill’s 
remarks. 


Irving then swung into the area of politics 
in which he is most at home and attacked the 
Jews for being the promoters of multicultural- 
ism. He came out strongly against British 
intervention in the former Yugoslavia and 
talked of the former defence minister Alan 
Clark as “an old friend”. He claimed that 
Clark’s attendance at a cocktail party at 
Irving’s home in Duke Street, Mayfair to 
launch the republication of Irving’s book 
Hitler’s War had cost Clark his job. Irving 
seemed to ignore the fact that Clark had 
announced a long time before the party that 
he was not going to stand for parliament 
again. 

Irving announced that the second volume 
of his Churchill’s War would be published in 
March 1994 and would continue his line that 
Churchill was in the pay of the Jews. Then it 
was back to paranoia again, with Irving 
claiming that entire governments were 
involved in trying to silence him. He said the 
people who ridiculed the idea of an interna- 
tional Jewish conspiracy were wrong and that 
he had found that most of those who con- 
spired against him internationally were Jews. 
These conspirators had cost him $80,000 in 


—<_ ae 


? 


See as ey 


Irving’s sh 


% 


Darren (centre) is all ears as BNP photographer gets to work 


& 


Below: Richard Edmonds and John Morse brief a group of Combat 18 and Blood 


and Honour stewards 


Canada and similar amounts in Australia and 
South Africa. 

To add insult to injury, even his dentist had 
refused him treatment last September. Is this 
because every time he opens his mouth some- 
thing vile comes out that no dentist would 
wish to touch? 

Trying to make himself a martyr for the 
cause, Irving said he intends to appeal to the 
highest level against his fine in Germany. If 
this fails, he will refuse to pay the fine and 
will fly to Germany to face the consequences. 

He also spoke about his legal action against 
the Sunday Times, which appears likely to 
start in March next year, coinciding with the 
second volume of his Churchill history. 

The League of St George was represented 
at the meeting by Doug Harrison, who has 
retired from his job as a technical librarian 
and is living off income from a number of 
properties he owns internationally. Harrison 
was a founder member of the League and a 
close personal friend of its former organiser, 


Mike Griffin. He is also a senior member of 
the T E Lawrence Society, a League front 
organisation. 

Harrison is a fascinating character who was 
able in the 1970s to hold down a job as a 
technical librarian for Rolls Royce 
Aeroengines in Derby, which had a high 
security classification, and at the same time 
hold key posts in hardline nazi groups like the 
League and at least one pro-Strasserite group 
in Germany. 

The meeting had two bookstalls, one for 
Irving’s outpourings and another, run by 
Richard Edmonds, peddling British National 
Party publications, badges, key rings and 
other material advertising the BNP. Among 
items being circulated in the hall was an open 
letter to the British left from Harold A 
Covington, the US nazi and godfather of 
Combat 18. 

The audience was informed that another 
Clarendon Club seminar would take place in 
the Brighton area on 19 June. 


rinking nazi fan club 


No, it’s not “The man in the white 
suit”, it’s Tony Haley, Britain’s far-right 
king of the video camera. Shame 
about his bad temper 


A number of police officers present acted 
in an extremely friendly way towards the 
organisers and once again there was consider- 
able hostility to the press and photographers. 

The two-hour meeting showed that in 
Britain Irving can only address audiences 
consisting of nazis and fascists and even their 
attendance is steadily dropping off. This is 
clearly not what Irving hoped for or planned, 
when he took the decision to engage in 
British political life four years ago. 


Spare a thought for poor John 
Tyndall. Well, he’s doing what he’s 
always wanted to. He has his own 
magazine, Spearhead. And he has his 
own party. Small the British National 
Party may be, but it is his. No-one can 
doubt that he is the Fiihrer. 


So why should the thought be spared? Why 
the moment of sympathy? 

Think about it for a moment. What sort of 
life is it being the BNP’s Fiihrer? You have to 
play at being a great leader for the benefit of 
a handful of boneheads. You have to be 
ignored by the millions. And as for the drivel 
you have to write, month after month, to fill 
the pages of Spearhead ... 

No, it’s surely not a life for a mature adult. 

And what about the child who grows up 
wanting to do this sort of thing? Imagine the 
boy who, when asked ‘What do you want to 
be when you grow up?’, has no ambitions to 
be a brain surgeon, professional footballer or 
truck driver. This is a boy who answers: ‘I’d 
like to be Adolf Hitler and have a nice smart 
uniform.’ 

Something sad must have happened along 
the way. 

All this sympathy is prompted by May’s 
Spearhead. A glimpse is given of the child 
that maketh the failed Fiihrer. Tyndall, in 
habitual starchy mode, is writing about bully- 
ing. “Writers in the media”, he begins, “very 
recently seem to have become very preoccu- 
pied with the subject of bullying at school.” 
He goes on: “speaking for ourselves, all this 
hoo-ha seems to us like much ado about 
nothing.” 

Note well: the failed Fiihrer doesn’t speak 
for himself. He must speak for ‘ourselves’. 
He is the collective ‘we’. Even if it is a wee 
‘we’. 

Quiet. Let the man continue with his wee- 
we thoughts. So, back to the hoo-ha. 

Mr Tyndall sees nothing to get agitated 
about. Bullying, after all, “is a fact of life 
which most youngsters, at least if they are 
boys, have to contend with at school or else- 
where at some time in their childhood.” 

Are we being told something about the 
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Fiihrer Tyndall’s schooldays 


Tyndall schooldays? Bullying, he continues, 
“has always existed, and it probably always 
will.” 

He writes with authority about what the 
bullied boy must do (girls are irrelevant to the 
Tyndall word processor). Yes, the boy must 
“fight back”. Yes, “that is precisely what the 
victimised boy has to do if his life is not to 
become unbearable and if he is to preserve 
self-respect.” 

So far so good, you might think. But what 
if the bullies are bulging with muscles and the 
victim is somewhat on the puny side? The 
rule still applies, because the bully “always 
prefers a victim who does not retaliate.” 
Always: again note how authoritative Tyndall 
is. 
The boy who fights back, “even if the bully 
can get the better of him in the end by sheer 
size and strength, is generally left alone after- 
wards.” Tyndall asserts that this is “‘all part of 
the process by which boys grow into men.” 
Then there’s the usual guff about “emasculat- 
ed males” and “wimps”, who have been mol- 
lycoddled and have not experienced bullying. 

Oh no. All part of the process of becoming 
a man: is there anguish beneath the self-righ- 
teousness? Can we not see the little Tyndall 
in the playground? Is he the boy whose 
mummy has pressed his trousers, told him to 
keep his blazer clean and put a spanking new 
Osmiroid in the top pocket? ‘Keep away from 
the rough boys,’ she has told him. 

But he can’t. They surround him. ‘What do 
you want to be when you grow up?’ they ask 
him, with knowing grins. His answer and 
their response follow inevitably. 

‘Your jacket’s all dirty again, Johnny. And 
where’s your nice Osmiroid?’ So he tells her. 
And she tells him to tell Sir. 

But Sir seems to have been no help. We 
read in the same issue of Spearhead, but in a 
different article, about the “many thousands 
of freaks and cretins”, who teach in schools: 
“to any parent the thought of having this riff- 
raff in charge of one’s children is horrifying 
beyond description.” 

Was he the boy who was never made milk 
monitor or board monitor? The boy who was 
always asked the difficult questions. Despite 


having told Sir who had written the rude 
words on the blackboard. 

‘Why haven’t you got your pen, Tyndall?’ 
‘T lost it, sir.’ 

It’s all part of growing up. Growing up into 
a man. Growing into a Fiihrer. Learning to 
fight back. 

And what happens if you do fight back. At 
best, after a while, you get ‘left alone 
afterwards’. 

At best, the young boy stands on his own in 
the playground, whilst the others — the gang — 
charge about, having masculine fun. And he’s 
relieved to be on his own at last. 

Was this when the comfort of the master 
race started? When the lonely boy, in the cor- 
ner of the playground, turned Sir and the bul- 
lies into racial inferiors? Was this when 
dreams of racial revenge started to take their 
form? 

Now he’s a Fiihrer. He’s in charge of a 
monthly magazine. And he dreams of further 
control. Democracy takes a hammering. Why 
should he trust the mass, the majority? 
Remember the schoolroom, when they all 
mocked the clumsy boy with the funny way 
of talking. 

May’s Spearhead gives universal suffrage a 
bashing. Aristocratic rule is far better, that is 
“rule by the best”. Tyndall’s correspondent 
Noel Hunt writes on the virtues of the House 
of Lords. Life peers should be slung out, so 
that “the hereditary member be made to con- 
stitute a real elite.” 

Of course, those of impure blood should be 
cast from the House of Lords. Moreover, “‘its 
powers should extend to approving marriages 
and casting from the ranks those who persist 
in forming unsuitable alliances.” 

Another of Tyndall’s writers says that 
“true democracy” could be established if “we 
could adopt a policy by which only people 
with certain qualifications could vote.” The 
qualifications would include education, skill, 
race, etc. And, no doubt, having the right 
views. 

It’s the dream of revenge. ‘Sorry, Sir,’ and 
now listen to the sarcastic tone of voice, ‘I’m 
afraid you can’t vote.’ It’s my party. It’s my 
playground. At last. 
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Women and children murdered as 
sovernment denies nazi terror 


azis have greeted the German 

government’s introduction of 

draconian curbs on the right 
of asylum with terror and murder. 


Within 72 hours of the laws being changed 
by a two thirds Bundestag majority on 26 
May, five people were burned alive in a nazi 
inferno in the west German town of Solingen 
and another three people were set on fire in a 
suspected arson attack in Heppenheim, near 
Frankfurt. 

Five Turks were killed in the Solingen fire: 
Saime Genc aged five, her sisters Hiilya and 
Hatica aged nine and 18, Giirsun Ince aged 
27 and Gulistan Oztiirk, a 13-year-old girl. 
Neighbours said they “awoke to a loud blast 
and screams”. 

In Heppenheim, three Eritrean refugee chil- 
dren aged one, two and four died in a blaze 
for which the police have “so far found no 
explanation” but which bears the hallmarks of 
a nazi attack. 

The Solingen blaze sparked off a wave of 
angry anti-fascist demonstrations across 
Germany, demonstrations that were met, par- 
ticularly in Solingen and Frankfurt am Main, 
with massive police violence. 

While opposition politicians expressed hor- 
ror at the fascist terror killings and even, in 
the case of the respected Greens/Biindnis 90 
leader Konrad Weiss, called for UN troops to 
be sent to Germany, the German government 
and especially Chancellor Helmut Kohl 
stonewalled in the hope that the crisis would 
evaporate. 

This was never a likely prospect, but dam- 
age to property during the protests gave Kohl 
the chance he was looking for: to throw nazis 
and anti-nazis into one pot as a combined 
challenge to law and order. Whereas Kohl did 
not visit the scene of the crime and resisted 
public calls that he should attend the memori- 
al service and funeral for the victims, he did 
issue a written statement denouncing vandal- 
ism by protesters almost as loudly as the bru- 
tal murders that caused the protests. 

Statements almost identical to those made 
after the nazi outrage in Mélln last November 
that Kohl would not “embark on condolence 
tourism” only served to deepen the antago- 
nism felt by the 1.8 million-strong Turkish 
community. This antagonism, already at boil- 
ing point, was worsened by Kohl’s admission 
to the television channel Sat 1 that he would 
not attend the funeral because he was “afraid 
of being booed and jeered”. 

As the grim pictures flashed across the 
world’s television screens, the German 


je gf eh von 
~ Solingen 


Some of the thousands of Gérivian protesters against the nazi murders 


authorities presented a picture of at best gross 
incompetence and at worst hidden sympathy 
for the killers. 

For example, the internal security service 
the Bundesamt fiir Verfassungsschutz and 
Alexander von Stahl, the federal state prose- 
cutor, went into their now well practised rou- 
tine of denying everything. 

Eckart Werthebach, the head of the 
Bundesamt fiir Verfassungsschutz, reached 
for the reporters even before suspects were 
arrested and told them that the people who 
commit such crimes “are not being organised 
from outside or by neo-nazi organisations ... 
they are loose groups of drinking pals who 
meet every now and again, decide on their 
terrible deed on the spur of the moment and 
then go and carry it out”. 

Such drivel was readily parroted by von 
Stahl and interior minister Rudolf Seiters 
even after the arrest of Christian Riha, a 16- 
year-old fascist, disclosure of his background 
by the anti-nazi information bulletin Germany 
Alert and widespread distribution of the infor- 
mation by Searchlight. 

In fact, the German authorities knew of the 
suspect’s background for more than 100 
hours before so much as a hint of it was 
revealed to the German public. For a whole 
week after the gruesome nazi deed, German 
government officials led by  Seiters, 
Werthebach and von Stahl wove a web of lies 
and half truths in order to prevent news of the 
arrested suspect’s connections with an organ- 


ised network of nazi cells from reaching the 
general public. 

The Bonn lie machine went into overdrive 
the weekend after the Solingen murders as 
Germany’s three top law enforcement offi- 
cials continued to withhold vital evidence 
linking the Solingen modus operandi with at 
least two other multiple nazi murders. 

Hardly a single journalist questioned the 
total inaccuracy of early claims by German 
government officials that the suspect had no 
connection with the extreme-right scene, their 
suggestions that he had no accomplices, their 
later assertions that he had accomplices but 
they were not linked with the nazis and their 
final argument that the arson only took place 
because the alleged perpetrators were drunk. 

There was method in this seeming mad- 
ness. The information made available to 
Germany Alert and Searchlight was also 
available to the German media and to the 
German authorities. Both chose to maintain 
the deception that revolves around the 
grotesque and increasingly untenable myth 
that the perpetrators of these vile acts of fas- 
cist terror are “individuals, acting sponta- 
neously and under the influence of drink”. 

Like Seiters’s consistent lies over the statis- 
tics of nazi terror, the deceptions serve a pur- 
pose: to blindfold journalists, mislead human 
rights organisations and cover up the serious- 
ness of the wave of violent fascist terror 
which continues to engulf Germany. 

But they cannot hide the truth in the long 
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A heartening feature of the 
aftermath to the nazi terror 
killings in Solingen was the 
speed with which anti-fascists responded 
with big and militant demonstrations. Within 
24 hours of the murders, protest marches 
and rallies were held in Solingen, where 
4,000 demonstrated, and in_ Berlin, 
Diisseldorf, Miinster, Rheine, Dortmund, 
Bielefeld, Fulda and Kassel. 

Near Solingen, anti-fascists blockaded the 
motorway, causing the cancellation of flights 
from the Cologne-Bonn airport, while other 
road blockades were reported in Aschaffen- 
burg, Augsburg, Bremen and Duisburg. 

On 5 June, a week after the nazi murder 
outrage, demonstrators again took to the 
streets in numerous cities. The biggest 
demonstration was staged in Solingen again, 
where 20,000 people attended a mass protest 
rally and march. Other big anti-fascist 
turnouts were reported from Berlin, Munich, 
Kiel, Hamburg, Hanover, Stuttgart, Mar- 
burg, Giessen, Frankfurt and Niirnberg. 

In Berlin on 12 June, more than 4,000 
Turkish-owned shops and businesses closed 
for an hour, joined by more than 300 


run. As Hans-Dieter Schwind, president of 
the Bundestag’s Anti-Violence Commission, 
said on 6 June: “I fear that an avalanche has 
started that we can no longer stop. I fear that 
it is probably already too late.” 

If Schwind’s sombre assessment is right, 
Kohl, Seiters, Werthebach and von Stahl are 
the men responsible. 


Arrested youth has 
nazi links 


The 16-year-old youth arrested as the main 
suspect in connection with the Solingen mul- 
tiple killing has wide links with the organised 
neo-nazi scene in Germany. 

Christian Riha, his mother and _ her 
boyfriend Thomas Leck are all convinced fas- 
cists, as are the three men arrested in a police 
swoop on a memorial service for the victims, 
who are accused of being Riha’s accomplices. 

Riha lied to investigating police for three 
days to cover the tracks of his three neo-nazi 
accomplices. His fabrications were accepted 
by the police and officials of Alexander von 
Stahl’s Federal Prosecutor’s Office. The facts 
about Riha are far different from those regur- 
gitated from his “confessions” by von Stahl 
and almost the entire German media. 

Though only 16, Riha has been a regular 
attender at a martial arts school run by fas- 
cists in Solingen, where the nazi scene num- 
bers about 180 people. The organiser of the 
school is Bernd Schmitt, one of Germany’s 
key “behind the scenes” neo-nazis. Schmitt 
was a founder of the violent Freiheitliche 
Deutsche Arbeiterpartei in Solingen and is 
also. an activist in Christian Worch’s 
Gesinnungsgemeinschaft der Neue Front. 

When Ernst Ziindel, the German-Canadian 
Auschwitz liar, spoke at a meeting in Bonn 
last year, Schmitt was in charge of security. A 
violent thug, Schmitt touts himself around as 
a would-be minder for the whole extreme- 
right spectrum and thus enjoys close links and 
apparently cordial relations with the banned 
Nationalistische Front, the Wiking Jugend, 
the Deutsche Liga fiir Volk und Heimat and 
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Mass fightback against nazi killers 


German-owned shops. International protests 
at the Solingen atrocity were also held — in 
Geneva, Paris and Amsterdam — highlight- 
ing the widespread revulsion at the nazi 
horror attack. 

Though the reactions were overwhelming- 
ly positive, three factors marred the protests. 

Firstly and scandalously, the German trade 
union federation (DGB) issued a message by 
fax, urging its members to boycott the 5 
June demonstration in Solingen, despite the 
fact that it was organised by a very broad 
alliance of anti-fascist, refugee, political and 
church organisations. 

The grounds for this attempted sabotage 
of the demonstration was the claim that 
“violence might break out’. Numerous grass 
roots trade union organisations have con- 
demned the DGB leadership for “displaying 
a total lack of instinct” and as “an affront to 
foreign workers in the DGB”. 

A second worrying, if understandable, fac- 
tor was that many of the protests, especially 
involving young second generation Turks, 


Bela-Ewald Althans’s Deutsche 
Bildungswerk. 

Schmitt even has his own outfit: the 
Deutsche Hochleistungskampfkunstverband, 
which claims to be a martial arts group but 
also appears to serve as a strongarm squad for 
the banned Nationalistische Front (NF). 

At a special congress of the NF, held in 
Kremmen near Berlin on 8 August last year, 
Schmitt was given the task of organising the 
NF’s “fighting” activities. Because the 
Hochleistungskampfkunstverband was nomi- 
nally independent from the NF it was not 
touched by last November’s ban on the NF. 

At home, too, Riha was surrounded by nazi 
influences. His mother — now removed to a 
luxury hotel by the German authorities — and 
her boyfriend are well known in the neo-nazi 
scene. Among their close friends are 
Christian Eitel, the thug who acts as a body- 
guard for the manager of the nazi bonehead 
band Stérkraft, and Torsten Lemmer, who sits 
on the Diisseldorf city council as a member of 
the extreme-right Freie Wahlergemeinschaft. 

Lemmer, a former security man for the fas- 
cist Euro-MP Harald Neubauer, is another 
thug. Both Eitel and Lemmer are involved in 
the publication of the nazi rag Europa Vorn, 
which recently described asylum-seekers as 
“filthy, thieving, raping foreigners”, and are 
directors of Dorfmusik, a small independent 
record label that produces pro-nazi hate rock. 

Apart from these contacts, Riha’s mother 
was often seen among boneheads in Solingen. 

Riha’s alleged accomplices include at least 
one self-confessed member of Gerhard Frey’s 
electoral front the Deutsche Volksunion 
(DVU), a fact which has been confirmed 
despite DVU denials. The DVU member, 
Markus G (full names have not been issued) 
aged 24, is also the bass guitarist in a “crash 
metal” band called Deterend. 

The other two, Felix K, 16, and Chris B, 
20, have also been active. Felix K, a doctor’s 
son, admitted that Storkraft is his favourite 
band and was well known for his jacket with 
a patch bearing the slogan “All power to the 
Nazis”. Chris B was a former Bundeswehr 


Jugend 


escalated into undisciplined 
acts of violence, including 
looting and vandalism. 

Some of this was a spontaneous expres- 
sion of justified anger and frustration but not 
all, because the third and most ominous fac- 
tor was the appearance of the murderous 
Turkish fascist group the Grey Wolves, after 
a long and welcome absence from the politi- 
cal scene. 

Thanks to their bogus “militancy”, these 
Turkish fascists and race-haters were able to 
manipulate Turkish youngsters in Solingen 
and Hamburg and try to incite them against 
Turkish left-wing groups, Kurdish protesters 
and German anti-fascists. 

Sadly, the provocations of the Grey 
Wolves led to serious clashes in Solingen, 
enabling the Kohl government and the 
media to deflect attention from the nazi 
killings by pointing to the acts of hooligan- 
ism and fights between Turkish groups. 

The Grey Wolves had less success in 
Frankfurt on 5 June. Their waving of 
Turkish flags was prevented and they were 
expelled from the Solingen protest march by 
Turkish anti-nazis themselves. 


paratrooper from a wealthy middle-class 
background, whose activities included deco- 
rating his garden shed with swastikas. He was 
often seen with neo-nazis in Solingen. 


Self-defence call 


The influential Jewish author and film pro- 
ducer Ralph Giordano has reiterated his call 
for nazi target groups to organise self-defence 
in the wake of the murders in Solingen. 

Giordano first issued such a call after the 
nazi killings in Mé6lln at the end of 
November, when three Turks were burned 
alive in a fascist firebomb attack. 

His appeal urges foreigners: “Defend your- 
selves. Don’t allow German criminals burn 
you. Don’t allow them to kill your mothers, 
your fathers, your brothers, your sisters, your 
sons and your daughters!” 

Arguing for self-defence as a basic human 
right against the fascist hordes, Giordano is 
emphatic: “You have a right to protect your- 
selves if the state cannot protect you.” His 
appeal continues: “Guard your own homes 
and insist that Germans help. Show the arson- 
ists your teeth when they come and if they 
attack you, put them to flight.” 

Giordano’s comments reflect increasingly 
strong feelings among Jewish Germans and 
foreigners. The Jewish community, whose 
leader Ignatz Bubis has campaigned vigor- 
ously against changes in the asylum laws, is 
increasingly worried about the future. 

The Frankfurter Rundschau on 2 June 
reported that more German Jewish children 
are being sent abroad “for safety” than at any 
time since the Nazi dictatorship. 

So far this year, says the paper, 28 German 
Jewish children have registered for the 
autumn term at the Jewish Carmel College 
school near Oxford, making them the biggest 
foreign group there after Israelis. 

Philip Skelker, the administrator responsi- 
ble for foreign pupils at the school, says: “It 
is quite clear that the political situation in 
Germany is the dominant factor in so many 
Germans coming here.” 


Bonn capitulates to ongoing nazi terror 


On 26 May 1993, the German government of 
Helmut Kohl forced through the removal of 
the right to asylum as embodied in the liberal 
Article 16 of the German constitution. 

The move, endorsed by 521 members of 
the 654-seat German parliament, was 
opposed only by a minority of the main oppo- 
sition party, the Social Democrats, and by the 
Greens, Biindnis 90 and the Party of 
Democratic Socialism. 

Coming from a government which once 
said it would “never capitulate to terrorism”, 
the decision to abolish the right to asylum 
was precisely such a surrender, based on the 
fanciful belief that new restrictions would 
stop the fascist terror that is sweeping 
Germany and stem the ballot-box support for 
fascist parties. 

In line with this utopian fantasy, the gov- 
ernment is continuing to tell the world that its 
new legal measures have reduced the level of 
political violence, even though its own statis- 
tics, found in the small print of newspaper 
articles and parliamentary replies, show such 
claims to be patent falsehoods. 

Month after month, Searchlight has 
exposed these outright and systematic lies. 
July is no exception because, once again, 
interior minister Rudolf Seiters and his inter- 
nal security chief Eckart Werthebach have 
spoken publicly of “a continuous reduction in 
right-extremist violence”. 

Werthebach’s internal security agency, the 
Bundesamt fiir Verfassungsschutz (BVS), at 
federal level now estimates the right-extrem- 
ist camp to have included 42,700 people at 
the beginning of the year, in 82 groups and 
organisations. This marks an increase of 
2,700 over the figures for the beginning of 
1992 and a leap of 10,400 compared to 
January 1991. 

But these estimates are not shared even in 
the BVS. Ernst Uhrlau, head of the Hamburg 
BVS, put the nazi numbers at 65,000 earlier 
this year and more recently, on 9 June, Fritz 
Baumann, head of the Nordrhein-Westfalen 
BVS, warned that “civil war is written on the 
wall”. 

In any case, there is not a shred of evidence 
for the statements of Seiters and Werthebach, 
which are delivered with the arrogant confi- 
dence that journalists will not challenge them. 
The truth is the opposite: the general tenden- 
cy of fascist violence is to increase, despite 
temporary fluctuations and even momentary 
“seasonal” reductions. 

The main police authority, the 
Bundeskriminalamt (BKA), and __ the 
Bundesamt fiir Verfassungsschutz have both 
issued figures this year. Both show an 
increasing trend compared to 1992. 

For example, according to the BKA, the 
number of “indictable xenophobic offences” 
in the first three months of this year stands at 
1,339. This, compared with the official figure 
of 529 for the same period in 1992, marks a 
surge of 153 per cent in the level of violence. 
Similarly the BVS figure of 750 right-extrem- 
ist attacks for January to mid-May this year is 
already higher than for the first six months of 
1992. 

Though many attacks are no longer report- 


ed — perhaps because more than 80 per cent 
are taking place in western Germany — 
Searchlight, with the help of its good friends 
in the office of Bundestag member Ulla 
Jelpke and at Germany Alert, has been able to 
monitor the following incidents during the 
period 24 April to 31 May: 

24 April, Strausberg. Asylum-seeker shot 
and wounded by nazi boneheads. 

25 April, Obhausen. A stormtroop of 50 
masked nazis attacks a discothéque. Four 
people severely injured, of whom one dies 
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later in hospital. He is the sixth person killed 
by nazi terror this year. 

26 April, Hamburg. Damage estimated at 
several million marks results from an arson 
attack on a hostel for asylum-seekers. 

29 April, Berlin-Marzahn. Foreign 
schoolchildren attacked in open street by neo- 
nazi gang armed with chains. Herford. Police 
confiscate a big arsenal from the home of 
local fascist Republikaner Party chairman, 
Peter Schulz. 

30 April, Oschersleben. Thirty fascist 
youths attack and seriously injure three 
policemen. Berlin. A journalist for the state 
ZDF TV station is stabbed and wounded by 
18-year-old nazi Stefan Schmidt. Dresden. 
After an attack in which an Ethiopian is badly 
injured, police raid the homes of nazi 
boneheads in Dres-den, Freital and Riesa, 
confiscating petrol bombs, knives, ammuni- 
tion and “a large quantity of nazi and fascist 
propaganda material”. At least one of those 
raided is a member of the outlawed Deutsche 
Alternative. 

1 May, Kirchméser. A fascist youth gang 
attacks a TV crew from Ostdeutscher Rund- 
funk, smashing equipment and wounding an 
editor. Damage estimated at more than 
£37,000. Berlin-Friedrichshain. Demonstra- 
tion by members of the violent nazi FAP 
leads to clashes between police and anti-fas- 
cists. Munich. Protected by police who attack 
anti-fascist protesters with batons, members 
of the nazi Nationaler Block (now banned in 
Bavaria) stage a torchlit march. 

2 May, Stockdorf. Three members of a 
Turkish family injured in fascist firebomb 
attack on their home. Berlin. In the early 
hours of the morning, a unit of the élite bor- 
der guards sings the nazi Horst Wessel 


anthem in the left-wing Kreuzberg district in 
a bid to provoke anti-fascists. 

4 May, Rostock. Fifty nazi youths storm an 
anti-fascist youth club and a neighbouring 
women’s centre. Using clubs, stones and 
smoke bombs, they force 20 women and chil- 
dren to flee in terror across the roof. The 
police are forewarned that the attack was 
being planned by several nazi groups and 
deploy 50 officers, who merely watch the vio- 
lence. Later, 200 police are brought in and 44 
nazis are arrested but police say “the attack 
had nothing to do with politics”. 

6 May, Bremen. Two Turks, aged 15 and 
18, wounded in firebomb assault on their 
home. They escape only by leaping out of an 
upper window. Damage to the house estimat- 
ed at £270,000. 

7 May, Greifswald. Thirty nazi youths 
storm refugee hostel and smash its windows. 

8 May, Schwerin. A 22-year-old Russian 
soldier is stabbed to death in a fascist attack. 
Police tried to withhold the fact that the vic- 
tim belonged to the Russian armed forces. 
Aurich. More than 100 nazis, many from 
Christian Worch’s Nationale Liste, attempt to 
storm a cultural event for foreigners in a well- 
known anti-fascist youth centre. The nazis, 
screaming “Foreigners out” and “Death to the 
Antifa”, hurl bricks and bottles at the centre 
while police stand by passively. Only deter- 
mined resistance by the foreigners and anti- 
fascists prevents many serious injuries. 
Bremen. Firebomb attack on home for asy- 
lum-seekers. 

9 May, Schwerin. Nazis destroy 81 graves 
at a memorial cemetery for the victims of fas- 
cism. Teterow. Fascist firebomb attack on 
hostel for asylum-seekers. 

10 May, Herne. The social ministry in 
Nordrhein-Westfalen orders an inspection of 
a public library organised by Bonn-funded 
East European exile groups after it is revealed 
that the library is stuffed full of books by 
leading Hitler nazis and other fascists. 

11 May, Berlin. A 26-year-old sergeant is 
fined for having sung the Horst Wessel Lied, 
along with other policemen at a garden party 
in August last year. It is revealed for the first 
time that Berlin police officers rioted in a 
hotel and insulted a Turkish doorman, calling 
him a “Turkish pig” and “Kanake”, on 27 
March last year in Dachau. 

12 May, Diekholzen. Two racists fire air- 
gun shots into a home where Turkish asylum- 
seekers live. 

13 May, Templin. Fascists arrested after 
bawling “Heil Hitler” and threatening a kiosk 
owner. 

14 May, Geislingen. Local residents organ- 
ise petition and meetings to prevent building 
of a minaret at newly-built mosque. 

15 May, Roringen. Fascists surround and 
threaten 18-year-old student with baseball 
bats marked “The FAP rules here”. As he 
tries to escape, they hit him on the head and 
arms. Parchim. Street clashes between nazis 
and anti-fascists. 

16 May, Teterow. Fascists stone refugee 
hostel, breaking several windows. 

17 May, Sundern. A gang of black-clad 
nazis invades refugee centre, seriously 
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wounding two asylum-seekers. Miihlhausen. 
A 45-year-old German shoots in the face an 
Algerian refugee who he claims has stolen his 
newspaper. 

18 May, Weisswasser. Allotment owners 


throw a firebomb into a refugee container - 


home, leading to a clash between 20 Germans 
and 60 asylum-seekers. Aschaffenburg. A 
paper firm’s insurance policy is cancelled 
because of the high fire risk resulting from 
being next to a refugee hostel. 

19 May, Weisswasser. Three asylum-seek- 
ers beaten up by German youths after asking 
them for a cigarette. Thale and Magdeburg. 
Police raids find weapons stockpiles. Eight 
fascists arrested. 

20 May, Coburg. A German living in a 
house with Turkish tenants is killed in a fas- 
cist arson attack, the seventh victim of nazis 
this year. Fiirstenwalde. A mob of drunken 
Germans stone a refugee centre but are driven 
off by asylum-seekers armed with axes and 
iron bars. Rathenow. Fascists besiege occu- 
pied house, watched and applauded by local 
people. Hannoversche Miinden. Five nazis 
wound three children at a barbecue. The nazis 
are part of a 90-strong troop which has 
attended a meeting of the violent FAP. 
Amongst those who attacked the children is 
Thorsten Heise, FAP chief in Lower Saxony, 
who is caught in possession of a bayonet. 
Berlin. Brawl between 90 racist Germans and 
foreign day-trippers on board a lake steamer. 
Several people injured and one foreigner 
hurled overboard. 

21 May, Berlin-Treptow. Street clashes 
between German and Turkish youth gangs. 

22 May, Berlin. Police chiefs order enquiry 
after it is made public that police officers 
have chanted “Ein Volk, ein Reich, ein 
Fihrer” out of the windows of their police 
hostel. 

23 May, Falkensee. Nazis break into a 
school and cause more than £4,000 damage 
after daubing it with swastikas, SS runes and 
“Sieg Heil”. 

24 May, Sigmaringen-Laiz. Three shots 
fired into refugee centre, wounding a 
Yugoslav refugee. Police treating the case as 
“attempted murder”. 

25 May, Eberswalde-Finow. Only 200 
yards away from a Russian garrison, a 17- 
year-old Russian girl is stabbed through the 
breast by a racist. In danger of losing her life, 
she is rushed to hospital and placed in inten- 
sive care. 

26 May, Gera. Fascists attack, beat and 
seriously wound a Mozambican man. When 
arrested, the attackers boast that the motive 
was “hate against foreigners”. Heppenheim. 
Three Eritrean children burnt alive in suspect- 
ed fascist arson attack. 

27 May, Essen. Fascists try to set fire to a 
homeless man while he is sleeping. In 
Rheinland-Pfalz it is reported that the num- 
ber of investigations of nazi crimes is already 
more in the first quarter of this year than in 
the whole of 1992. 

28 May, Fuldatal-Ihringhausen. Racists 
smash windows of asylum-seekers’ home. 
Seelower Héhe. Cemetery for Russian sol- 
diers desecrated. 

29 May, Solingen. Five Turks — three girls 
and two women — burnt alive in firebomb 
attack by four nazis. Munich-Schwabing. 
Arsonists set five-storey house, mostly occu- 
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pied by foreigners, ablaze. Schweriner See. 
Nazis attack campsite, wounding several 
campers. Police search of arrested attackers 
discloses knives and an imperial war flag. 
Norten Hardenburg. Forty FAP thugs, again 
led by Thorsten Heise, attack barbecue site 
and force a school class and their teachers to 
leave. Police make no arrests but say of 
Heise: “Better that his lads stay on the barbe- 
cue site than go marching about in the town”. 
Seelower Hohe. Fascists wreck local memo- 
rial, ripping plaques for Soviet soldiers off the 
wall. Greifswald. Racists stone refugee hos- 
tel. Insel Poel. Thirty nazi boneheads invade 
discothéque and smash it to pieces after being 
refused entry. Friedersdorf. Memorial to Red 
Army soldiers vandalised and painted with 
swastikas, SS runes and nazi slogans. 
Wolfsburg. Nazis threaten and _ attack 
Romanian refugees with knives and pistols. 
One refugee wounded. Berlin. Four hundred 
refugees evacuated and 20 injured after nazis 
set fire to asylum-seekers’ hostel. 

30 May, Friesack. Cemetery desecrated 
and swastika symbols left. Dahlwitz- 
Hoppegarten. Two British citizens attacked 
by 40 nazis. One manages to flee. The other 
is beaten on the head with baseball bats and 
has his teeth smashed against the kerb edge. 
Geyer near Chemnitz. Two hundred nazi 
boneheads attack a campsite, beating campers 
with baseball bats and playing nazi songs and 
speeches over a loudspeaker system. When 
police finally arrive, they are bombarded with 
stones and bottles. Syke. Fascists hurl bottles 
from a car at a passing Turkish family. Fifty 
Turks then gather at the home of one of the 
nazis who waves an imperial war flag from 
the balcony. Police escort the nazis away. 
Stade. Racist arson attack on refugee hostel. 
Dresden. More than 100 nazis gather to hold 
a paramilitary demonstration, despite a ban. 
Many are wearing illegal SA uniforms with 
slightly changed swastika symbols, while oth- 
ers parade in Blood and Honour T-shirts. 


Sources: Berliner Zeitung; die tagezeitung; 
Hildesheimer Allgemeine Zeitung; 
Frankfurter Allgemeine Zeitung; Siiddeutsche 
Zeitung; Die Welt; Junge Welt; Frankfurter 
Rundschau, Géttinger Tageblatt, SAT 1 TV; 
ARD TV Report. 
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NETHERLANDS 


Nazi gunman jailed 


Nazi thug Gerrit Gerritsma has been jailed for 
five years for attempted murder after shooting 
a man in the throat on 22 January. The inci- 
dent occurred after Gerritsma was asked to 
leave a bar where he had been making racist 
remarks. 

He was also found guilty of driving a stolen 
car and distributing nazi propaganda. 
Gerritsma is a prominent member of the 
Action Front of National Socialists (ANS), 
the Dutch arm of the German GdNF. 

During the trial, a group calling itself SA- 
Storm Enschede, after the city of Enschede 
close to the German border, called for a 
demonstration in solidarity with Gerritsma. 

SA-Storm Enschede is just a cover name 
for the ANS and when 10 nazis arrived at the 
court building they were promptly dealt with 
by police. Nine were arrested and charged 
with possession of knives, clubs and firearms. 

While one nazi psychopath has been taken 
out of circulation for five years, another has 
received promotion from Holland’s main fas- 
cist party, the Centrumdemokraten (CD). 

Martin van der Grind, the 24-year-old 
would-be international bonehead wire-puller, 
has been selected to head the CD’s efforts to 
build a youth organisation. 

The choice has been made with full knowl- 
edge of van der Grind’s violent nazi back- 
ground, which includes his membership of a 
nazi bonehead gang that kicked a hippie to 
death in 1986. 

During police investigation of the killing, 
van der Grind boasted that he had taken part 
and had kicked the victim several times. He 
was convicted as an accessory to murder. 

He has more recently put himself on the 
nazi map as publisher of the Dutch nazi bone- 
head fanzine Hou-kontakt, which was used as 
a vehicle for attempts to hold international 
rock concerts involving notorious nazi bands 
like No Remorse, Squadron and Skullhead. 

Among the listed activities of van der 
Grind’s youth group are sports including foot- 
ball and baseball, for which “baseball bats are 
available”. Van der Grind is a man with a cer- 
tain familiarity to baseball bats: he was one of 
a group of over 70 nazi thugs who tried to 
invade a multi-cultural festival in Arnhem 
last year, armed with baseball bats. 

The elevation of a thug like van der Grind 
to leadership of a fascist youth movement is 
likely to raise the level of racist violence in 
the Netherlands, which, according to a survey 
by the Fascism Research Collective, 
increased considerably last year. 

The report of the survey says that at least 
60 acts of violence were registered in 1992, 
more than twice the number for the previous 
year. The 1992 figures also show an increase 
the numbers of bomb outrages, physical 
assaults and arson attacks. 

While this figure appears relatively small, 
the report emphasises that it is incomplete 
because many attacks are not reported by 
either the police or the press. The report also 
states that, unlike Germany, there is no clear 
organisational structure behind the growth of 
criminal racist violence. 


From our Dutch correspondent 


From Bonn to the Baltic 
Germany looks east 


Helmut Kohl’s government is giving 
enormous political and financial aid to 
a whole galaxy of extreme-right revan- 
chist organisations, whose political 
object is nothing less than the restora- 
tion of Grossdeutschland with its fron- 
tiers of 1 September 1939. It is also 
pursuing similar aims itself, though 
much more guardedly. 

The political assistance comes in the form 
of officially published propaganda material 
for distribution to ethnic Germans inside and 
outside Germany. Especially targeted are the 
three and a half million Germans in eastern 
Europe: two million in the former USSR, one 
million in Poland, 220,000 in Hungary, 
100,000 in Romania and 100,000 in the 
Czech and Slovak Republics. 

A brochure, published by Referat Vt 15 of 
the German federal interior ministry and 
titled Help for Germans in Eastern Europe. 
Why?, gives a very clear taste of the thinking 
prevalent in Bonn. 

In the brochure’s introduction, Dr Horst 
Waffenschmidt says that the purpose of 
German government aid is “to give Germans 
in their current settlement regions new per- 
spectives and to open up prospects of a new 
life’. Explaining the motives for this, 
Waffenschmidt, state secretary of the interior 
ministry, adds: “We have have a duty to do so 
because they have suffered badly the conse- 
quences of the second world war for a long 
time, only because they were Germans and 
wanted to remain Germans” (our emphasis). 

A similar sentence is found further on in 
the brochure, in a section headed “Why are 
we responsible for them?” It states: “the 
Germans in eastern Europe have suffered a 
particularly hard destiny in connection with 
the second world war only because they were 
and wanted to remain Germans. Many were 
deported from their various areas of settle- 
ment, especially to Siberia and Central Asia.” 

Accompanying this official revision of his- 
tory is a photograph showing a German in a 
cattle train with the caption, “1941 deporta- 
tion to Siberia’. In the entire brochure, there 
is not a single word about the about the des- 
tiny suffered by millions in eastern Europe at 
the hands of the Hitler dictatorship, not one 
word about the invasion of sovereign states, 
about their brutal occupation, about concen- 
tration and death camps or about genocide. 

Such material is not exceptional in the new 
reunified Germany. At the beginning of the 
year, another of the interior ministry’s prod- 
ucts caused an international scandal. 

The offending publication was a glossy 
calendar, issued by the German Central 
Office for Political Education in Schools, part 
of the federal interior ministry, and to be hung 
in all Germany’s schools and colleges. 
Depicting “Germany in Europe”, three of the 
calendar’s pages included non-German terri- 


In part two of this special 
feature we examine the 
policy of the German 
government in eastern 
Europe and the activities of 
the German expellees’ 
organisations. The final part 
will appear next month. 


tories. Thus, the Estonian capital Tallin, the 
Polish city of Gdansk and Heilig Linde in 
Polish former Prussia are treated as German 
possessions. 

When Volkmar Kretkowski, a Social 
Democrat MP, criticised the calendar, he was 
told that it had been “assembled hurriedly 
because of staff problems connected with 
sickness”. Instructions were given later that 
the calendar was not to be removed from 
schools. 

Kretkowski should not have been surprised. 
Had he taken the trouble to read the Kohl 
government’s official budget proposals, he 
would have noticed that the annexed former 
German Democratic Republic is referred to 
not as east Germany but as central Germany 
and that the term east German is used with 
specific reference to East Prussia, Pomerania 
and Silesia. 


German territory 


Private enterprise, too, has laid claim to the 
repossession of former German territories. In 
August 1991, one of Germany’s biggest sell- 
ing encyclopaedias, Meyers’ Grosse Taschen- 
Lexicon, was found to have portrayed huge 
tracts of Poland and some of the then USSR 
as German territory. 

Defining the German word Vertriebene 
(expellees), the encyclopaedia, which is a 
standard reference work, offered the follow- 
ing: “German citizens and German nationals 
who had their residence in German eastern 
territories which are temporarily under for- 
eign administration”. 

Brochures, calendars, official documents 
and definitions like this are sweet music to 
the ears of the assortment of right-wing lob- 
bying organisations which purport to repre- 
sent those expelled from former German ter- 
ritories at the end of the second world war. 
These powerful organisations of Vertriebene, 
with strong links to Helmut Kohl’s ruling 
Christian Democratic Union and its coalition 
partner the Bavarian Christian Social Union, 
reap a cash as well as a propaganda harvest 
from the German state. 

The best known of the expellees’ lobbies 
are the 2.3 million strong Bund der 
Vertriebenen (BdV), founded 1958, and the 
Verein fiir das Deutschtum im Ausland 


(VDA), whose roots extend back to turn-of- 
the-century German imperialism. 

Both the BdV and the VDA receive mil- 
lions of German marks in official funding 
from the Bonn and state governments. The 
federal German budget for 1991 allotted more 
than DM700 million (£280 million) to a vast 
array of east European German organisations, 
lumped together in the budget documents 
under the heading “inner-German relations”. 
Among these organisations are the Federation 
of Middle Germans, the Pomeranian Central 
Council, the Great German Institute, the 
Silesian Cultural Council and the Federal 
Institute for East German Culture. 

The BdV, its 49 front and subsidiary organ- 
isations and the VDA were estimated in 1992 
to have netted more than DM1.8 billion (£720 
million) for their activities, which include the 
establishment of “cultural centres” in east 
European countries with German minorities. 

Some observers of Germany’s growing 
power link the expansion of these cultural 
centres in eastern Europe with the intensified 
activities of the German intelligence service, 
the Bundesnachrichtendienst, whose former 
chief, Klaus Kinkel, coincidentally is now 
Kohl’s deputy and foreign minister. 

The BdV and VDA have a veritable web of 
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connections in high places. The most impor- 
tant of these for the BdV is perhaps Eduard 
Lintner, deputy to the federal interior minister 
Rudolf Seiters. Lintner, from the Bavarian 
CSU, is a leading member of the Sudeten- 
deutsche Landsmannschaft (SL), affiliated to 
the BdV, which seeks restoration of the 
Sudetenland to Germany. Its founder mem- 
bers included old nazis and former SS men 
like Walther Becher, Friedrich Brehm and 
Walter Hergel. 

Lintner, who has interior ministry responsi- 

bility for investigating neo-nazis, gave an 
exclusive interview to the fascist newspaper 
Junge Freiheit, in which he boasted that 
Germany did not need anyone’s permission to 
reunify. Junge Freiheit’s contributors have 
included figures from the entire nazi spec- 
trum in Germany. 
Thanks to Lintner, the Sudetendeutsche 
Landsmannschaft is well plugged in to the 
Bonn government and can ask for and secure 
large grants, seemingly at will. For example, 
at the end of November 1991, the German 
parliament voted more than DM30 million in 
additional funds to back the SL and other 
organisations that seek to question Germany’s 
present frontiers. 

These funds enable BdV component organ- 
isations like the SL, which, for example, 
openly displays its connections with the nazi 
Sudeten German Witikobund, to function as 
Trojan Horses for official German policy. 
They make demands which are extreme, so 
making Bonn’s standpoint appear reasonable. 


Return of territory 


At every annual gathering of the various 
“expellees” groups, attended by up to 
100,000 people, resolutions are passed and 
huge amounts of fascist and revanchist litera- 
ture are sold. For example, a joint statement 
issued by the Sudetendeutsche Landsmann- 
schaft and the Witikobund, dated Whitsun 
1992, rejected the terms of the friendship 
treaty signed between Germany and 
Czechoslovakia last year, which recognises 
postwar frontiers. After referring to “mass 
murder of Sudeten Germans”, the statement 
goes on to demand the return of “all German 
territory” and the “right of self-determina- 
tion” for the Sudeten Germans. 

This stance found a ready echo as recently 
as 1 June 1993 from no less than the new 
Bavarian prime minister Edmund Stoiber and 
the German finance minister Theo Waigel. 
Waigel has described the treaty as “a provo- 
cation” and underlined the CSU’s uncritical 
backing for the SL’s demand. Indeed, the 
Bavarian state government voted against the 
ratification of the treaty and put in a claim for 
DM 130 billion compensation. 

The result was that, in April this year, the 
German government was able to toughen its 
own position by adopting the relatively 
“moderate” policy of calling for compensa- 
tion for property expropriated from the three 
million Sudeten Germans after the destruction 
of the Third Reich in 1945. 

The Czech premier, Vaclav Klaus, was 
promptly forced to state publicly that the 
demand would be considered. He has little 
choice in the matter. The Czech Republic is 
already economically in the hands of 
Germany. German firms account for one 
third of all foreign joint ventures and for at 
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nien 100000 DM. 


Der VDA erhalt seit 1990 zur Férderung deutscher Minderheiten 
Mittel der Bundesregierung. 1990, 1991 und 1992 waren dies fur 
kulturelle MaBnahmen (Auswartiges Amt) in der Sowjetunion/ 
GUS rund 5,2 Mio. DM. Fir soziale, gemeinschaftsfoérdernde, wirt- 
schaftliche und medizinische MaBnahmen (Bundesministerium 
des Innern) waren es in der Sowjetunion/GUS rund103 Mio. DM, 
in der CSFR 1,979 Mio. DM, in Polen 239000 DM und in Ruma- 


German parliamentary document (Drucksache 12/2455) giving details of govern- 
ment funding of the VDA, once banned as a Nazi organisation 


least 80 per cent of all foreign investments 
there. 

Since the break-up of Czechoslovakia, 
everything is once more in the balance. The 
CSU is holding talks with the Slovaks to put 
pressure on the Czechs in the hope of forcing 
a renegotiation of the treaty. All this is known 
to to the Bonn government, which itself 
turned down any suggestion of declaring 
Hitler’s 1938 Munich Agreement null and 
void. 

The Kohl government’s complicity in these 
matters extends still further. Horst 
Waffenschmidt plays a notable role in assist- 
ing revanchist efforts and in covering over the 
blood-stained past. For example, he presented 
Dankwart Reissenberger, a Third Reich jour- 
nalist and antisemite, with one of Germany’s 
highest honours in October 1991. 

It was also Waffenschmidt who demanded, 
at the end of 1991, that Russian president 
Boris Yeltsin should immediately establish a 
German Volga republic inside the new 
Confederation of Independent States. 

At a Bonn press conference at the time, 
Waffenschmidt called for schools to be 
founded “to foster German language, culture 
and traditions” in Russia. The press confer- 
ence took place, interestingly, soon after a 
German parliament decision to give £43 mil- 
lion to assist the creation of a Volga German 
republic. 

While Lintner holds a key position amongst 
the Sudeten Germans, Waffenschmidt is 
active on behalf of the VDA and is a member 
of its administrative council. 

Since he took up this post in 1989, the 
VDA has been awash with German govern- 
ment funds. Since 1989 alone, the VDA, 
which has only 16,000 members, has received 
DM112.4 million (£45 million) for undis- 
closed “projects in the states of the former 
Soviet Union”. Included in this aid was a 
grant for DM2 million to provide German 
language dictionaries. 

At the end of 1990, according to govern- 
ment auditors, an emergency payment of 
DM34.6 million was transferred from federal 
funds to the VDA “without following normal 
written application procedures”. 

In scandal-wracked Germany, state secre- 
tary Waffenschmidt’s official VDA slush fund 
operation went almost unmentioned, as did 
the VDA’s shady past and _ distinctly 
unsavoury present. 

The VDA was founded in 1908 and incor- 
porated into Hitler’s Nazi Party in 1933. Its 
role, according to Hitler’s deputy Rudolf 
Hess, was “to take exclusive responsibility 
for German national tasks outside Germany”. 

Thanks to its devoted services to the Hitler 


dictatorship, the VDA was banned by the 
allied powers in 1945 as a Nazi organisation. 
Within 10 years, it had been refounded by old 
Nazis, an action described by the German 
Foreign Office at the time as “undesirable”. 

In 1993, three and a half years after 
German reunification, all that is forgotten. 
The VDA is acceptable because its politics 
are essentially those of the German govern- 
ment. Thus, the German parliament’s vice 
president, Hans Klein, can take an active part 
in its administrative council. 

The council also includes such fascist lumi- 
naries as Rolf Sauerzapf, who prescribes as 
recommended reading to VDA members the 
nazi Handworterbuch des Grenz und 
Auslandsdeutschtums, published in Breslau in 
1933, which not only lists all German popula- 
tions in the world but is also loathsomely 
antisemitic. ’ 

Another of Waffenschmidt and Klein’s col- 
leagues in the upper ranks of the VDA is the 
president of the fascist Osterreichische 
Landsmannschaft, Helmut Kowarik. He edits 
its organ Eckartboten, which also propagates 
nauseating antisemitism and claims that the 
Holocaust is “evil propaganda”. 

In replies to highly detailed parliamentary 
questions, the government rejects claims that 
the VDA is a hotbed of right-wing extremists 
and is remarkably coy about its activities. On 
Poland, for example, on 21 April 1992, the 
foreign office stated only that the VDA had 
“on its own initiative made contact with the 
German minority and conducted a few pro- 
jects”. No information is given about these 
projects. 

However, some clues can be found to activ- 
ities, both at government and street level, 
among the 350,000-strong German minority 
in Upper Silesia. These activities are now a 
matter of growing and publicly expressed 
concern on the part of the Polish authorities. 

Since the collapse of the communist regime 
in 1989, Upper Silesia has been the scene of a 
campaign to rehabilitate the German Wehr- 
macht by erecting unauthorised memorials to 
Germany’s second world war dead with fund- 
ing from German-based exile groups like the 
Landsmannschaft Schlesien, part of the BdV. 
Seventy-five of these monuments have been 
built in the Opole district alone. They 
describe the German fallen as “heroes” and 
make liberal use of symbols like the Iron 
Cross, the familiar German steel helmet and 
the Prussian eagle. 


In part three of this article, Searchlight will 
look at the activities of German nazi groups 
in eastern Europe, where they are finding 
fertile ground.. 


OT  ——— 
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NORWAY 


Nazi ragtime 


May brought further evidence of an upsurge 
in Norway’s nazi bonehead scene, with the 
publication of three new magazines. 

Venturing anew into the literary arena, after 
failing everywhere else, the so-called Boot 
Boys launched their new, definitely not 
glossy and assuredly down-market, magazine 
under the title Ragnarokk. Its cover carries a 
drawing of an alien monster labelled “ZOG” 
and the words “New Order” underneath. 

From its smell, Ragnarokk comes from the 
same pigsty as its Swedish counterpart Storm, 
although it is being published from a post box 
address in Steinberg. 

At the same time as the Boot Boys were 
giving vent to their obscene racist and anti- 
semitic fantasies, another bonehead rag hit 
the streets with such star attractions as an 
interview with the British nazi criminal thug 
Ian Stuart Donaldson. 

This magazine, “written” in both English 
and Norwegian and called Stomping Ground, 
has another doubtful distinction in that it 
might soon be able to lay claim to be the 
founder of Norway’s first nazi bonehead 
band. It claims three “Renees” (female bone- 
heads) have already signed up and they are 
just waiting for a drummer. 

As if this was not enough proof of fascist 
semi-literacy all in one go, yet another rag — 
this time called Ung Front — has made anoth- 
er appearance. 

The 12-page magazine has seemingly 
nailed its flag to the international ‘“Anti- 
Antifa” mast with a list of names and pho- 
tographs of “traitors and leftists”, etc, with a 
clear incitement to violence. Other evidence 
of international collaboration comes in the 
form of a lament about the current difficulties 
of the German bonehead band Stérkraft. 

Ung Front also reveals evidence of links 
with the nazi National Alliance in the USA 
and advertises the wavelengths for its short- 
wave radio broadcasts. A Finnish outfit 
called the National Culture Front and a Polish 
fascist group in Cracow are also featured. 


From our Norwegian Correspondent 


DENMARK 


Unity against nazis 


Danish and German anti-fascists joined forces 
twice in May to stage demonstrations against 
a planned nazi conference in southern 
Denmark. 

The protests, in Kollund, were held in 
opposition to a_ so-called Nordische 
Dichtertage (Nordic poetry) seminar arranged 
by Thies Christophersen, the notorious 
Auschwitz liar and former SS man. 

The seminar was to have been addressed by 
some of Germany’s most prominent nazis but 
had difficulties in finding a venue after the 
original meeting place was cancelled as a 
result of anti-fascist pressure. 

All dressed up with nowhere to go, 
Christophersen then announced that the meet- 
ing would be held at his own house in 
Kollund and set about whipping up local feel- 
ing against planned anti-nazi actions. 


On the morning of 16 May, the date of the 
first anti-fascist march, residents of Kollund 
woke up to find an anonymous leaflet on their 
doormats. The leaflet warned that terrorists 
wanted to burn down the homes of elderly 
inhabitants. 

The leaflet referred to Christopherson as a 
publisher who since 1985 had run a success- 
ful publishing company. It also stated that it 
was “an outrageous insult against the German 
people to claim that they have exterminated 
six million Jews”. 

The object of the leaflet, however primi- 
tive, was clear: to set local people against the 
anti-fascist demonstrators. In the event, about 
900 anti-fascists from northern Germany and 
Denmark held a militant but peaceful demon- 
stration outside Christophersen’s home, 
which they found heavily guarded by police. 

The second anti-nazi march, held on 20 
May, was smaller with about 700 protesters 
and also proceeded without incident. Police 
security measures were even more intense 
than on 16 May, a fact probably attributable 
to the earlier arrest of four nazis, aged 
between 17 and 20 years old, from Hamburg 
for illegal possession of weapons. 

Neither Christophersen nor his poodle Hans 
Pedersen were to be seen, having been spirit- 
ed away by police — for their own safety — to 
a nearby hotel. 


From our Danish correspondent 


SOUTH AFRICA 


Racists promise war 


White South African racists are promising a 
civil war in defence of the last remnants of 
apartheid and against the proposals of South 
African premier F W de Klerk for a govern- 
ment of national unity that would include the 
African National Congress (ANC). 

Thousands of armed white nationalists and 
fascists demonstrated at the end of May out- 
side de Klerk’s office in Pretoria and handed 
in a note demanding an independent state for 
whites and the ending of talks with the ANC. 

Eugene Terre Blanche, leader of the neo- 
nazi Afrikaner Weerstands Bewegung, drew 
massive applause from the assembled bigots 
when he declared that whites would never 
live under a black government and warned 
that “if the whites do not get their own state, 
there will be war in South Africa”. 

Terre Blanche also offered his followers as 
cannon fodder to General Constand Viljoen, 
the former South African Defence Forces 
chief and leader of the racist Volksfront. 
“When you want to fight, General Viljoen, 
then we shall be with you,” bawled Terre 
Blanche. 

The three suspects charged with the murder 
on 10 April of the South African Communist 
Party leader Chris Hani were due to stand 
trial as Searchlight went to press. Following 
the Hani killing, new evidence has emerged 
of a white fascist plot to kill Joe Slovo a lead- 
ing member of the ANC. 

According to a report in the Johannesburg 
daily The Star, four right-wing extremists had 
planned to assassinate Slovo between 15 and 
21 May in a gun attack on his home. The 
ANC said: “the planned attack and the mur- 
der of Hani were part of a wide conspiracy of 


forces whose aim was to stop the talks 
between the government and the ANC.” 

Despite the threats to his life, the 66-year- 
old Slovo has refused protection from the 
racist and fascist infested South African 
police and internal security service and 
prefers to rely on his own organisation. 

David Irving, speaking in London, was less 
than discreet in boasting about death lists cir- 
culating in South Africa among some of his 
admirers. 


RUSSIA 


Antisemitism protest 


The United States government has formally 
protested at the appearance of an article in the 
Moscow daily newspaper Pravda which 
accuses Jews of ritual murder. 

The paper claimed, on 5 May, that mem- 
bers of the Lubavitch Jewish fundamentalist 
group had taken part in the killing of three 
Russian Orthodox priests who were murdered 
in a monastery in April. 

US State Department spokesman Richard 

Boucher described the article as “deeply anti- 
semitic”. “Such articles”, he said, “are remi- 
niscent of Tsarist times and probably had the 
intention of placing the Russian government 
in an embarrassing and unacceptable posi- 
tion.” The Russian foreign ministry con- 
demned the Pravda article as “destructive”. 
@ Fascists desecrated a Jewish cemetery in 
the east Hungarian city of Eger on 7 June, 
damaging 18 gravestones and daubing slo- 
gans like “Hitler lives”. Eger is known as a 
stronghold of the Hungarian nazi bonehead 
movement. 


ITALY 


Dramatic gains for 
ultra nationalists 


The regionalist fascists of the Liga Nord have 
scored new successes in Italy’s first elections 
since voting reforms were introduced earlier 
this year. In elections for mayor in more than 
1,000 towns and cities, the results showed a 
dramatic polarisation and a clear move away 
from the corrupted political centre, represent- 
ed by the Christian Democrats and the 
Socialists. 

In Milan, the victor was Liga Nord candi- 
date Marco Formentini, who took 38.7 per 
cent of the vote and will contest a run-off 
vote against a united left candidate on 20 
June. 

In Turin, the former Communist party 
mayor, Diego Novelli, won 36 per cent but 
will face Liga Nord opposition in the second 
round. 

Most northern cities saw big successes for 
the Liga but it remains to be seen whether it 
will hold its lead in the second round votes. 
Prospects for the fascists look better than 
before, especially when a “first past the post” 
system is introduced. 

Already, in cities like Trieste, the Liga is 
the the strongest fraction in the city parlia- 
ment and looks set to profit from the break-up 
of the Italian political system and the 
undemocratic domination of the Christian 
Democrats. 
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REFLEX 
REPORTS 
FRANCE 


Reflex 


is the 


French equivalent of 


Searchlight. It publishes a magazine and 
carries out excellent research and analysis 


of the far right in France. Its staff have a 
strong sense of international cooperation 
and have agreed to exchange articles with 
Searchlight on a regular basis. 


Vichy collaborator killed by lone gunman 


ené Bousquet, the wartime chief of 
R police for the collaborationist Vichy 

régime, has been shot dead at his 
home in Paris. Bousquet, aged 84, was shot 
four times on his doorstep by a lone gunman 
who rang his bell on the pretext of delivering 
legal papers from the government concerning 
Bousquet’s forthcoming trial. The assassin 
made his getaway into a nearby metro 
station. 

The assassination took place at 8.45 am on 
8 June. Bousquet’s expensive Parisian 
address was well known. Within hours of the 
shooting, Christian Didier, aged 49, had con- 
tacted the press at a residential hotel on the 
other side of town and confessed on live tele- 
vision to the murder. 

Didier made a detailed, if rambling, state- 
ment, although he remained calm. He said he 
was “‘the good, who has killed the incarnation 
of evil”. In 1987 he had attempted to kill 
Klaus Barbie while Barbie was serving his 
sentence for war crimes, to avenge the death 
of heroic Resistance leader Jean Moulin 
whom Barbie murdered. Didier went on to 
say that shooting Bousquet had been “like 
crushing an annoying insect” and insisted that 
his actions were patriotic, not for publicity 
purposes, although he had a record of seeking 
attention via the media. He added that he had 
planned to kill Paul Touvier as well, but had 
been unable to discover his address. 

Bousquet was due to stand trial for crimes 
against humanity. During the war he was 
responsible for rounding up thousands of 
Jews, many of them non-French refugees 
from occupied Nazi territories, and sending 
them to their deaths. The Jews were handed 
over to the Nazis and deported to the death 
camps of eastern Europe. Bousquet was 
instrumental in ordering the notorious 
Vélodrome D’Hiver round-up in Paris on 16 
July 1942, when the Nazis sent thousands of 
French Jews to the gas chambers. 

Bousquet was tipped by the Nazis as a pos- 
sible successor to collaborationist prime min- 
ister Pierre Laval at one stage. Himmler and 
Reinhard Heydrich were much impressed by 
his willingness to show he could be more fas- 
cist than the Nazis themselves. 

However, Bousquet escaped justice for 
many years. After the war he was sentenced 
to five years’ detention for “national dis- 
grace”. The sentence was immediately lifted 
because of unspecified “acts of resistance”. 
Bousquet went on to make a successful post- 
war career in business, heading some of 
France’s top colonial companies. 

The pressure on the French government in 
recent years to settle the Vichy question once 
and for all meant that Bousquet was finally 
charged with crimes against humanity, along- 
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René Bousquet in 1943 


side his fellow collaborators Maurice Papon 
and Paul Touvier. 

The charges against all three have been on 
and off for several years. The chief reason is 
that the upper echelons of the French judicia- 
ry are riddled with aging members of the 
Vichy government, who have activated their 
old boy network and sought to protect their 
own, by using legal delaying tactics and 
handing down questionable judgments at 
early hearings. 

Bousquet will now escape justice for ever, 
although it is doubtful too many tears will be 
shed over his demise. But Jewish organisa- 
tions in France are furious as they had pinned 
their hopes on Bousquet’s trial to publicise at 
last the truth of what happened in France 
under the Vichy régime. 

Many of France’s top politicians and lead- 
ers of Jewish and Resistance groups are sus- 
picious about the shooting, believing it may 
have been politically motivated to prevent 
Bousquet going on trial. Serge Klarsfeld, the 
veteran nazi-hunter, said the killing was “a 
deplorable event which interrupts the course 
of justice. It is a waste of the years in which 
we have struggled to try Bousquet, and we 
have been floored by the negative conse- 
quences.” 

Paul Touvier will now stand trial after all, 
but no date has yet been set and given his 
advanced age he will probably die before jus- 
tice can be done. No decision has been made 
regarding whether Papon will stand trial. 

On a different but no less serious note, the 
new right-wing government is pursuing its 
election promises to tighten up the nationality 
and immigration laws, and has already intro- 
duced legislation to this end. The new mea- 
Sures will inevitably discriminate further 
against France’s large immigrant population 
and minority communities. 

Interior minister Charles Pasqua has 
announced that he is aiming for “zero immi- 
gration”. Adopting French nationality will 
become much harder, not only for new immi- 


grants, but also for the children of immi- 
grants. Children born in France to immigrants 
will no longer have the automatic right to 
French citizenship and nationality, but will 
have to apply for it between the ages of 16 
and 18. Until then they will be considered 
foreigners but “presumed French”. 

The restrictions will also apply to people 
entering France to marry French nationals. 
Previously they had the automatic right to 
adopt their spouse’s nationality, but now they 
will have to wait a minimum of one year after 
the marriage before applying. 

Ironically, these changes have been brought 
in at a time when the German government is 
being forced to consider giving immigrants 
the status of nationals, following the murder 
of five Turks in Solingen at the end of May. 

The only consolation is that the govern- 
ment has not adopted its much debated plan 
to make French nationality based on blood. 

The changes to the immigration laws have 
provoked widespread condemnation from all 
sections of French society. The most far- 
reaching change is the decision to end all pri- 
mary immigration into the country. 
Secondary immigration, which allows for 
family reunion and immigration for the pur- 
pose of arranged marriages, is to be severely 
restricted. The effect of these changes will be 
drastically to cut the number of people enter- 
ing France each year to settle — Pasqua’s 
“zero immigration”. 

Another important new measure to be 
introduced concerns the racist identity card 
system. At present, only immigrants are 
required to carry identity papers at all times 
and only a special police division has the 
power to demand to see papers. But in future 
all people living in France will have to carry 
identification and all police will be given 
powers to stop people and demand to see the 
card. 

The identity card system is already used in 
areas with high concentrations of ethnic 
minorities as an excuse to organise major 
police sweeps to round up immigrants, often 
on the pretext of searching for drug dealers. 
Those rounded up in this way are usually 
overstayers and illegal immigrants, whose 
papers have expired or are otherwise out of 
order. 

Deportations frequently follow these police 
sweeps. Furthermore, it is rare to see police 
stopping whites and demanding identity 
papers. 

All these measures have ostensibly been 
introduced to facilitate integration of foreign- 
ers and ethnic minorities in France, but it is 
clear that Charles Pasqua is pandering to the 
demands of the extreme right, particularly his 
sworn enemy, the Front National. 


Canada’s nazi military links exposed 


he revelation in early May that 
a nazi was serving in the 
Airborne Regiment in the UN 
peacekeeping force in Somalia was 


greeted by outrage and led to ques- 
tions in the House of Commons. 


Corporal Matt MacKay had been pho- 
tographed in an Adolf Hitler T-shirt standing 
beneath a swastika in 1990, while a member 
of the Ku Klux Klan. MacKay, who was 
exposed in 1992 while a private, said at the 
time that he had renounced his involvement 
in the KKK in order to secure his career. He 
was later promoted to the rank of corporal. 

The exposure of other incidents of nazi 
involvement by members of the élite 
Airborne Regiment led to calls for a full 
inquiry into the issue. Members of the regi- 
ment were present at a neo-nazi rally in 
Metcalfe, Ontario in 1990, organised by 
the Aryan Resistance Movement and fea- 
turing the British band No Remorse, and 
Erik Fischer, a former member of the 
regiment, was revealed to be the security 
officer in charge of training for the 
Church of the Creator (COTC). 

May and early June has been a busy 
time for Canada’s nazis but they did not 
met with the success they had hoped for. 

A month-long organising drive 
launched by the Heritage Front in the 
province of Ontario ended with the neo- 
nazi leaders holding their “educational 
programme” in jail. What started as a 
media campaign in Ottawa at the end of 
April, with an announcement of plans to 
recruit young members to “educate them, 
organise them ... and develop a political 
force across the country”, ended in a 
street brawl in Toronto, leaving the lead- 
er of the group, Wolfgang Droege, in jail 
on weapons charges. 


Cross-burnings 


On 8 May, 30 neo-nazis assembled at the 
house of Martin Weiche, a 72-year-old 
former member of the Hitler Youth 
Movement, in London, Ontario, for a cross- 
burning ceremony. The event, organised by 
Weiche’s son Allan and the Aryan Support 
Network, was attended by members of the 
KKK, the Heritage Front and the COTC. 

On 29 May the Heritage Front and the 
COTC organised a Rock for Racialism con- 
cert in the national capital Ottawa. Seventy- 
five supporters made it to the concert, which 
featured RAHOWA, the neo-nazi band of the 
COTC, and Area, a band from London, 
Ontario. 

Effective mobilisation by a coalition of 
groups in the city led to a counter protest of 
more than 400 people. Following the end of 
the demonstration the neo-nazis marched to 
Parliament Hill for a rally featuring Droege. 

In the minutes that followed, sensing that 
Opposition was now minimal, the Heritage 
Front and COTC members went on the 
attack. Wielding baseball bats and bottles, 
they viciously and cowardly turned on small 
groups of anti-racists who had followed them. 

The next day, the Heritage Front placed a 


message on its telephone hotline saying: “it 
was Miller Time [a slogan for a popular brand 
of beer] for the Heritage Front and ambulance 
time for Anti-Racist Action”. 

Two members of the Front, Daniel Roussel, 
24, and Geoffrey Sandes, both from Ottawa, 
were charged with assault following the inci- 
dents. In the week following the Ottawa rally, 
members of the neo-nazi movement started a 
campaign of harassment and threats to local 
anti-racists, promising further actions. 


Strategy for tension 


Neo-nazi threats and harassment of anti-racist 
activists are nothing new in Toronto, where 
they have been at it months. From telephone 
calls threatening activists at home and work, 
to vandalism of public and private properties, 
neo-nazis have orchestrated a fear campaign 


may be revoked because he lied on his appli- 
cation in 1991, by “forgetting to mention” his 
past criminal convictions on drugs and 
weapons charges and his involvement in a 
attempted armed coup on the island of 
Dominica. 

On 9 June he attended the bail hearing of 
Jason Hoolans, a 19-year-old neo-nazi skin- 
head charged with aggravated assault on a 
Tamil dishwasher employed in a local restau- 
rant, who is now in a coma in a local hospital. 
Droege and Burdi left only to attend another 
bail hearing in the same courthouse. This 
time Erik Fisher, 29, head of security for the 
COTC and Heritage Front, his brother Elkar, 
22, and Drew Maynard, 21, were facing 
charges of kidnapping, forcible confinement 
and assault for the abduction of a member of 
the Heritage Front. 


WE 


WANT 


The COTC trio were arrested after 
“they drove the victim for three hours, 
beat him, handcuffed him, threatened to 
kill him by injecting him with window 
cleaner solution”, according to the 
Toronto Star. They believed the victim 
had stolen the membership list of the 
Heritage Front and was ready to sell it. 
They were arrested at the apartment 
housing the COTC leadership on 
Maxome Avenue in possession of a 12- 
gauge shotgun, a .45 calibre semi-auto- 
matic and a .22 calibre pistol. They all 
spent the weekend in jail. 


Ziinde!l visit 


Neo-nazis were expecting a demonstra- 
tion at the Ziindelhaus on Carlton Street, 
Toronto on 11 June, by Anti-Racist 
Action and local activists. After the nazis 
took measures to protect Ernst Ziindel’s 
bunker, nobody showed up at the local 
nazi shrine. Instead a group of 250 
demonstrators stormed the apartment of 
Gary Schipper, voice of the Heritage 
Front hotline, causing extensive damage 
to the building. 


in an attempt to discourage the local anti- 
racist movement. 

Elisse Hategan, an 18-year-old neo-nazi, is 
facing charges of defamatory libel after dis- 
tributing a leaflet hateful to blacks giving the 
address and telephone number of an anti- 
racist as the publisher. Similar attempts to 
mislead people and potentially provoke phys- 
ical attacks on anti-racists were in the plan- 
ning stages. She is facing trial on 24 June 
1993. 

The recent merger of the leadership of the 
Heritage Front and the Canadian section of 
the Church of the Creator has led to a more 
prominent role for George Burdi, leader of 
the COTC, in the Front’s organising drive. It 
also resulted in Erik Fischer taking over secu- 
rity for both organisations. This merger only 
made official what all anti-racists already 
knew about the real nature of the Front. 


From assault to abduction 

The past few weeks have been no holiday for 
Wolfgang Droege either. On 23 May he was 
served with a notice that his bailiff licence 


In the hours that followed, Wolfgang 
Droege and a bunch of 40 neo-nazis stormed 
a bar in downtown Toronto. Armed with 
baseball bats, iron bars and bottles, the group 
assaulted anti-racists and patrons of the bar. 
Despite the large number of nazis, everyone 
in the pub defended themselves and forced 
the stormtroopers to flee. Wolfgang Droege 
was arrested on weapons charges, together 
with Peter Mitrevski, another leader of the 
Front, and Christopher Newhook, who is also 
facing assault charges. 

With Wolfgang Droege, Peter Mitrevski, 
Erik Fischer and Drew Maynard in custody in 
Toronto for the weekend, and several other 
members involved in criminal activities, the 
Heritage Front could easily form a jail unit. 

This organising drive of the Heritage Front 
and the Church of the Creator illustrates the 
real nature of these organisations to 
Canadians. They clearly showed what kind of 
education, organisation and political force 
they want to build in our country. 


By the Canadian Centre on Racism and 
Prejudice 
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Major success for anti-fascist movement 


Ten thousand mainly young people 
attended the Unity Carnival against 
racism on 12 June. Despite extremely 
cold weather, people from all over the 
northeast and beyond flooded into 
Newcastle to take part in the event. 


Searchlight hopes the whole of the anti-fas- 
cist and anti-racist movement will congratu- 
late the Tyne and Wear Anti-Fascist 
Association for its excellent job in organising 
the event. For the past six months, people 
have given huge amounts of their time, ener- 
gy and money to ensure its success. The 
artists who participated in bringing such 
enjoyment to their audience also deserve a 
big vote of thanks. 

The carnival, which cost several thousand 
pounds to mount, had widespread support 
among the Labour and trade union movement 
and community groups in the area, as well as 
from anti-fascist and anti-racist organisations. 
At the end of the day, however, the event 
made a loss. Searchlight asks its readers to 
use their influence in any organisations to 
which they belong, and personally, to see that 
the organisers, who worked so long and hard 
to bring about this success are not left in debt. 
Donations should be sent to Tyne and Wear 
Anti-Fascist Association, 4 The Cloth 
Market, Newcastle upon Tyne, NEI 1EA. 

Another major anti-fascist event was staged 
in Hackney, east London, on Saturday 5 June, 
when 3,000 people responded to a joint call 
by the Anti-Nazi League and a range of 
Turkish and Kurdish organisations to march 
in protest against the nazi murders of Turkish 
women and children in Germany. A deputa- 
tion from the demonstration laid wreaths at 
the German embassy in London. 

While these two successful anti-fascist 
mobilisations were going on, the Anti-Racist 


Alliance, under the acutely lacklustre leader- 
ship of Marc Wadsworth, called a march 
against racist killings in Croydon, south 
London. The march was fixed for the same 
day as the Unity Carnival, despite the carni- 
val date being known for several months. 

But clearly word had got around the anti- 
fascist and anti-racist movement _ that 
Wadsworth and a number of his cronies had 
broken one of the most sacred moral and 
political tenets of the anti-fascist movement, 
by sharing a public platform with nazis and 
fascists. 

James Whale’s television programme, 
Whale On, had invited a number of organisa- 
tions to participate in a studio discussion on 
racial attacks in the early hours of Saturday 5 
June. Despite warnings to Anti-Racist 
Alliance from Searchlight and members of 
the Greenwich Action Committee Against 
Racist Attacks, who were outside the studio, 
Wadsworth and his friends insisted on going 
in and sitting down with Patrick Harrington 
and a number of other well-known fascist 
activists, racists and antisemites from various 
parts of London. 

Since the earliest days of fighting fascism 
in the twenties and thirties, it has been a fun- 
damental principle that nobody ever sits on a 
platform or joins in debate with nazis and 
fascists. 

Despite the complete and utter disregard of 
this principle by ARA officials, the commu- 
nist newspaper, the Morning Star, used its 
editorial on Monday 14 June to defend 
Wadsworth and his cronies against 
Searchlight’s criticism. The paper argued that 
he could not be such a bad guy, as the Jewish 
Board of Deputies had supported his Croydon 
demonstration, putting the Board in the unen- 
viable position of being used by a combina- 
tion of communists and ultra-nationalists. 


Anti-Fascist Action contact addresses 


London AFA 
Birmingham AFA 
Bradford AFA 
Brighton AFA 
Bristol AFA 
Cardiff AFA 


BM 1734, London, WCIN 3XX 


PO Box 2414, Handsworth, Birmingham, B21 OTZ 


Box 151, 52 Call Lane, Leeds, LS1 6DT 


c/o Brighton Unemployed Centre, 6 Tilbury Place, Brighton, Sussex 


c/o London AFA 
PO Box 368, Cardiff, CF2 1SQ 


Cleveland AFA Box 13, c/o St Mary's Centre, Corporation Road, Middlesbrough, Cleveland 


Derby CARF 
Edinburgh AFA 
Exeter AFA 
Halifax AFA 
Herts AFA 
Islington ARAFA 
Kent Anti-Fascist Action Committee 
Lanarkshire CARF 
Leeds AFA 
Leicester AFA 
Liverpool AFA 
Norwich AFA 
Nottingham AFA 
Oldham Action Against Racism 


PO Box 70, Derby, DE1 9JW 
PO Box 474, Edinburgh, EH11 


c/o The Flying Post, PO Box 185, Exeter, EX4 4EW 


Box 151, 52 Call Lane, Leeds, LS1 6DT 
PO Box 245, St Albans, Herts 


c/o Box 11, Centreprise, Kingsland High St, London E8 


PO Box 88, Rochester, Kent, ME] 1AU 
PO Box 981, Hamilton, ML3 8EL 
Box 151, 52 Call Lane, Leeds, LS1 6DT 


c/o Leicester TC, Secular Hall, Humberstone Gate, Leicester 


PO Box 110, Liverpool, L69 8DP 
PO Box 73, Norwich, NR1 2EB 
PO Box 179, Nottingham, NG1 3AG 


c/o Brian Davis, MP, GMB, 108 Union St, Oldham, OL1 IDY 


Reading CARF 
Rochdale CARF 
Tyne and Wear Anti-Fascist Association 
4 The Cloth Market, Newcastle upon Tyne, NEI 1EA 
PO Box 306, York, YO3 7GH 


York AFA 
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4 Silver St, Reading, Berkshire 


c/o Brian Davis, MP, GMB, 108 Union St, Oldham, OL1 IDY 


The proof of the pudding was the total flop 
of Wadsworth’s Croydon outing, which he 
had hyped as the biggest anti-racist march 
ever. The reality was, according to BBC fig- 
ures, a mere 1,200 participants, making it one 
of the smallest anti-racist demonstrations in 
recent years. 

Maybe those trade union leaders and 
Labour Party MPs who use ARA as a sop to 
their consciences, because of their lack of 
interest in doing anything practical for black 
people under attack in Britain, will now 
realise that a growing and vibrant genuine 
mass movement is taking off, which can 
attract thousands of young people to its 
events and inspire them and educate them to 
fight back against the menace of racism and 
nazism. 

Watch this space for news of a national 
mobilisation in the autumn. 


SECURITY ALER 


Robert Wild, a Midlands fascist activist, is at 
it again. Over the past two years Searchlight 
has issued two warnings about his infiltration 
of left and anti-fascist activities in the 
Midlands and London. On some occasions, 
when he has scouted meetings and marches 
for the enemy, violence has followed. 


At war with 
society 


Life inside Britain’s far right 


Coming soon: the exclusive story of 
the odyssey of a Searchlight mole 
through Britain’s far right, from 
the National Front to the Church 
Of The Creator. 


@ Read the story of the man who 
appeared in the World in Action 
special on Combat 18. 

@ Read all about life inside the 
British National Party headquar- 
ters, running with the street thugs 
of Britain’s nazi right, his long 
journey back into the real world. 

@ Read the true political ideas of 
BNP Fiihrer John Tyndall 

@ Read how the BNP orchestrated 
a riot in Dewsbury. 

@ £4 from Searchlight. Orders now 
being taken 


\? 


